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Secretary General

WELCOME REMARKS

Mr. Kishore Bhagtani, Vice-Chair of ADF,
Moderators and Speakers,
Distinguished Delegates

Good morning.

It is my pleasure to warmly welcome you all to the 22nd APT Telecommunication/ICT Development Forum (ADF-22), here in Bangkok, Thailand.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to all members, and partners for your continued engagement and support. Your participation demonstrates the importance of this Forum as a platform for inclusive dialogue and collaboration in telecommunication and ICT development across the Asia-Pacific region.

This year, ADF-22 takes place following the adoption of the Tokyo Statement at the APT Ministerial Meeting in May 2025, which reaffirmed our shared commitment to harnessing emerging technologies for sustainable, inclusive, and equitable digital transformation. Together with the Tokyo Statement, APT has Strategic Plan 2024–2026, and ADF-22 focuses on the five Strategic Pillars of the Strategic Plan, namely Digital Connectivity, Digital Transformation, Trust and Safety, Digital Inclusion, and Sustainability.

We will explore these priorities through a series of sessions, including broadband and universal infrastructure planning, applications of AI and emerging technologies, digital transformation in public and private sectors, digital inclusion initiatives such as the APT Young Professional and Student Programme or APTYPS, and strategies to ensure trust, security, and resilience in the digital age.

There will also be presentations on the progress and achievements of various ICT projects funded by the Extra-Budgetary Contributions (EBCs) from the People’s Republic of China, Japan, and the Republic of Korea. These projects demonstrate the important role of regional cooperation and shared knowledge in advancing digital development.

I encourage all participants to actively engage in discussions, share your experiences and best practices, and work together to identify actionable ideas that can further strengthen digital transformation and cooperation in our region.

In addition, posters showcasing EBC projects are being displayed in the foyer. I would like to encourage all participants to take a moment to visit the posters and learn more about the EBC projects being carried out

I am confident that ADF-22 will help us move closer to our common goal – a connected, secure, and sustainable digital Asia-Pacific.

Thank you very much, and I wish you all a productive and successful Forum.

_____________________________
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