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1. Introduction
Ongoing discussions at the ITU Council have considered the issue of providing free online access to ITU-R Recommendations and to the Basic Texts of the Treaty.  As this relates to two distinct  issues this contribution will focus on the issue of providing free online access to ITU-R Recommendations. 

It is however, also noted that free online access to the Basic Texts of the treaty is already available (for example at: http://www.itu.int/net/about/basic-texts/index.aspx) and is required by some countries for their ratification processes.  

2. Discussion
The ITU-T sector has been providing free access to ITU-T Recommendations for some time. However, R- and T-sectors may be different when it comes to freely accessible Recommendations, given that the T-sector is in a competitive market with other standards makers; whereas the R-sector is unique. 

At its session of 2008, the Council approved a six-month trial period (January -June 2009) of free online access to ITU-R Recommendations and the Basic Texts of the ITU to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates. This was further extended until PP-10.

Council document C07/32 has indicated a projected revenue loss of CHF 600,000 per biennium based on the trial of ITU-R Recommendations which is half the projected loss for ITU-T Recommendations.

3. Proposal

[ACP/12/34]
Given the value of providing free online access to ITU-R Recommendations and based on a lower than expected revenue loss, the APT Member States whose names are listed above support/propose the provision of free online access to ITU-R Recommendations.
__________________
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