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The 26th APT Policy and Regulatory Forum (PRF-26)

15 – 17 September 2026, Paro, Bhutan (The Kingdom of) 



CONCEPT NOTE


1. Background

The Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) plays a pivotal role in fostering high-level discussions and collaboration by providing platforms for members to exchange best practices, insights, and experiences. Among these platforms, the APT Policy and Regulatory Forum (PRF) stands out as a premier annual event, bringing together policymakers and regulatory authorities to address common challenges in telecommunications and ICT. The forum serves as a vital platform for industry leaders to collaborate with policymakers, share concerns, and actively contribute to the development of regulatory frameworks. 

Objectives of the APT Policy and Regulatory Forum are:
· Bring the telecommunications and ICT policy makers and regulators from the region together to a common platform for a dialogue on issues faced by them as a result of the unprecedented changes taking place in the ICT sectors. To achieve this objective, panel discussion or round table discussion could be arranged.
· Provide an opportunity for the top policy makers and regulators to share information, best practices and experiences for the common benefit of the members. Panel discussion or round table discussion could be helpful for this purpose.
· Provide consultative support to members on one to one basis when required. This could be achieved through special arrangements made for private meetings among Members.
· Promote sharing of expertise for addressing key issues of concern to the APT members. To stimulate Members in addressing key issues, at least one expert presentation on each of the main topics of discussion could be allowed.
· Facilitate intra-regional collaboration on policy and regulatory issues as required. Discuss sub-regional issues on an equal representation basis.
The forum aims to bring together policymakers, regulators, and industry leaders to address the transformative changes reshaping the telecommunications and ICT sectors. 

2. Objectives

The 26th APT Policy and Regulatory Forum (PRF-26) will involve high level policy makers, regulators, industry, academia and international organizations to share experiences, knowledge and engage in debate to reaffirm commitments outlined in the Tokyo Statement of the Asia-Pacific ICT Ministers on "Harnessing Emerging Technologies for Sustainable, Inclusive, and Equitable Digital Transformation in the Asia-Pacific" which was adopted at the APT Ministerial Meeting held in May 2025. Additionally, the forum will feature thematic sessions on key regional priorities, fostering meaningful dialogue, knowledge exchange, and collaborative policy development.

PRF-26 will include high-level dialogue, regulators’ roundtable and business dialogue as regular activities of PRF. Further, following specific thematic sessions will be organized during PRF-26 following the discussion at PRF-25:
· Digital infrastructure as the engine of digital transformation
· Promoting connectivity for all – Expanding network access, last-mile connectivity, spectrum policy and harmonized use of spectrum
· Regulating next generation – Policy challenges in 6G era
· Inclusiveness and digital empowerment – Breaking the barriers for inclusion
· Strategy for online safety and data protection - Cybersecurity workforce development as priority

3. Expected outcomes

The Provisional Agenda and Tentative Programme for PRF-26 are attached to this Concept Note
(please refer to Annex A and B for further details).

The High-Level Dialogue session at PRF-26 will feature the Ministers, Vice Ministers, and Senior Officials to re-emphasize their commitments to the Tokyo Statement. Further, the distinguished leaders will deliver statement and engaged in discussion on their national strategies, policy frameworks, and collaborative efforts for strengthening regional cooperation and accelerating digital transformation.

The Regulators’ Roundtable Session at PRF-26 discussion will feature the heads of the regulatory authorities who will share their experiences and express their views on shaping policies and regulatory approaches that to strike a balance between enabling innovation and ensuring appropriate regulation. 

Additionally, PRF-26 will host a business dialogue session designed to provide a platform for industry stakeholders to exchange experiences, discuss emerging trends and challenges, identify investment opportunities, and strengthen partnerships for sustainable digital transformation.

The thematic sessions during PRF-26 will allow the delegates to understand the insights of the issues, discuss the challenges, share experiences and take part in discussion for regional collaboration.   

4. Timing and Venue

PRF-26 will be held from 15 to 17 September 2026 in Paro, Bhutan (The Kingdom of) as a physical meeting with remote participation modality. Remote participation will be arranged through Zoom meeting platform. Please see information for participants for detailed information.

5. Participation

APT Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, International/Regional Organizations and eligible non-members can participate in the PRF-26.








6. Contact Information

  For any further information about PRF-26, please contact to:

  Forhadul Parvez, Program Officer (Email: parvez@apt.int)
  Kullasap Yanyathip, Project Assistant (Email: kullasap@apt.int) 

APT Secretariat
12/49, Soi 5, Chaeng Watthana Road, Lak Si, Bangkok 10210, Thailand
Phone: +66 2 573 0044
Fax: + 66 2 573 7479
Email: aptprf@apt.int
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Annex A

The 26th APT Policy and Regulatory Forum (PRF-26)

PROVISIONAL AGENDA



1. Opening

2. Adoption of the Agenda

3. Election of the Chair of PRF

4. Election of the Vice Chairs of PRF

5. Outcomes of the 49th Session of the Management Committee of the APT relevant to PRF

6. Discussion on the Proposal(s) of APT members (if any)

7. High-Level Dialogue: Tokyo Statement 2025 – From policy statement to a dynamic guiding framework for strengthening regional cooperation and accelerating digital transformation

8. Regulators’ Roundtable: Digital policy at a crossroad – Balancing innovation and regulation

9. Business Dialogue: Sustainable telecommunication/ICT sector and digital innovation

10. Thematic Sessions:
· Digital infrastructure as the engine of digital transformation
· Promoting connectivity for all – Expanding network access, last-mile connectivity, spectrum policy and harmonized use of spectrum
· Regulating next generation – Policy challenges in 6G era
· Inclusiveness and digital empowerment – Breaking the barriers for inclusion
· Strategy for online safety and data protection - Cybersecurity workforce development as priority

11. Consideration of the Output Documents (if any)

12. Way Forward

13. Date and Venue for PRF-27

14. Any Other Matters

15. Closing

Annex B
The 26th APT Policy and Regulatory Forum (PRF-26)

Tentative Programme

	TIME
	PROGRAMME

	Day – 1
(UTC + 6)
	Tuesday, 15 September 2026

	08:30 – 09:30

	Registration

	09:30 – 10:00

	Opening 

· Welcome Remarks by Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT)
· Remarks by Chair, APT Policy and Regulatory Forum (PRF)
· Inaugural address by Host Organization
· Presentation of Token of Appreciation
· Group Photo 


	10:10 – 10:30

	Session 1: Plenary 

· Adoption of the Agenda
· Election of the Chair of PRF
· Election of the Vice Chairs of PRF
· Outcomes of the 49th Session of the Management Committee of the APT relevant to PRF
· Discussion on the Proposal(s) of APT members (if any)


	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee/Tea Break

	11:00 – 12:30

	Session 2: (High-Level Dialogue) Tokyo Statement 2025 – From policy statement to a dynamic guiding framework for strengthening regional cooperation and accelerating digital transformation

The Tokyo Statement adopted at the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity Ministerial Meeting held in Tokyo, Japan in May 2025 represents one of the most significant milestones in regional commitment on fostering regional digital transformation and telecommunications advancement. 
 
This High-Level Dialogue session will feature the Ministers, Vice Ministers, and Senior Officials to re-emphasize their commitments to the Tokyo Statement. Further, the distinguished leaders will deliver statement and engaged in discussion on their national strategies, policy frameworks, and collaborative efforts for strengthening regional cooperation and accelerating digital transformation to improve the lives of citizens and drive economic prosperity across Asia-Pacific. 

The session will include the following aspects:
· Align national digital strategies and policies with regional priorities and goals
· Inclusive governance and multi-stakeholder engagement
· Enhance digital infrastructure for affordable and reliable internet access
· Harmonization of policies and regulation
· Bridge the digital divide across urban-rural and socio-economic groups 

Moderator: TBD

Speakers: TBD

	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00 – 15:30

	Session 3: (Regulators’ Roundtable) Digital policy at a crossroad – Balancing innovation and regulation

The rapid evolution of digital technologies is reshaping economies, governance, and societies worldwide. Digital transformation is unlocking new opportunities for productivity, inclusion, and economic growth. However, this acceleration has also created complex policy challenges. Policy makers and regulators are increasingly confronted with the need to strike a balance between enabling innovation and ensuring appropriate regulation to safeguard public interest, data privacy, security, and fair competition. Digital policy is now at a critical crossroads:
· Over-regulation risks stifling innovation and slowing economic growth.
· Under-regulation can expose societies to risks such as cyber threats, data misuse, monopolistic practices, and social harm.
This evolving landscape calls for a forward-looking, adaptive, and collaborative policy and regulatory approaches at both national and regional levels.

The Roundtable discussion will feature the heads of the regulatory authorities who will share their experiences and express their views on shaping policies and regulatory approaches that to strike a balance between enabling innovation and ensuring appropriate regulation. 

Following issues to be discussed in this session include:
· Explore the trade-offs between innovation and regulation in digital policy
· Identify policy approaches that foster innovation while managing challenges
· Promote regional cooperation for harmonized digital governance
· Enhanced trust in digital ecosystems 

Moderator: TBD
Speakers: TBD


	15:30– 15:45
	Coffee/Tea Break

	15:45 – 17:15 

	Session 4: (Business Dialogue) Sustainable telecommunication/ICT sector and digital innovation

A sustainable telecommunication/ICT sector is one that expands affordable, reliable, secure, and inclusive digital connectivity while reducing environmental impact and supporting long-term social and economic development. Building a sustainable telecommunication/ICT sector requires coordinated efforts among governments, regulators, private sector actors, development partners, academia, and civil society to promote resilient infrastructure, supportive policy and regulatory environments, digital innovation ecosystems, and environmentally sustainable ICT solutions.
This business dialogue aims to provide a platform for industry stakeholders to exchange experiences, discuss emerging trends and challenges, identify investment opportunities, and strengthen partnerships for sustainable digital transformation.


The issues to be addressed in this session include:
· Challenges and opportunities in sustainable telecommunication/ICT development
· Strategies for developing sustainable, resilient, and inclusive telecommunication/ICT infrastructure taking into account the financing mechanism and investment opportunities
· Promote digital innovation, entrepreneurship, and technology-driven economic growth
· Examine policy and regulatory frameworks that support innovation, competition, and sustainability.

Moderator: TBD
Speakers: TBD


	Day – 2
(UTC + 6)
	Wednesday, 16 September 2026

	09:00 – 10:30

	Session 5: Digital Infrastructure as the engine of Digital Transformation 

Digital transformation is reshaping economies, governance, and societies by leveraging technology to improve efficiency, inclusivity, and innovation. At the core of this transformation lies digital infrastructure - the foundational systems, technologies, and networks that enable the delivery of digital services and applications. Digital infrastructure includes networks, data infrastructure, digital platforms for services, cybersecurity framework and interoperability standards. 

The session will bring together policymakers, regulators, development partners, industry leaders, academia, and civil society to discuss strategies, challenges, and opportunities for building future-ready digital infrastructure ecosystems.

Following issues to be discussed in this session: 
· the role of digital infrastructure in enabling economic growth, innovation, and inclusive digital transformation
· policy and regulatory frameworks that support infrastructure expansion and investment for universal and affordable connectivity taking into account the roles of USF 
· approaches for extending connectivity to underserved and rural communities
· emerging technologies and infrastructure trends, including 5G mobile networks, fiber networks, cloud computing, AI infrastructure, satellite connectivity, and data centers
· strategies for building resilient, secure, green, and sustainable digital infrastructure systems

Moderator:  TBD
Speakers: TBD


	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee/Tea Break

	10:45 – 12:15

	Session 6: Digital Infrastructure as the engine of Digital Transformation (Continue from previous session) 
 
The session will continue discussion from the previous session. 

	12:15 – 14:00

	Lunch Break

	14:00 – 15:30

	Session 7: Promoting Connectivity for all – Expanding network access and last mile connectivity

Expanding network access and addressing last-mile connectivity challenges is essential to building inclusive digital economies. Affordable, reliable, and inclusive connectivity is essential for digital transformation. Despite major progress in broadband deployment, many rural, remote, and underserved communities still face limited or no access to quality telecommunication/ICT networks. The challenge is particularly acute in last mile connectivity, where high infrastructure costs, low commercial returns, difficult terrain, limited power supply, and weak local digital ecosystems often discourage investment. Expanding network access for all requires coordinated policy, regulatory, financial, and technological interventions. Governments, regulators, operators, development partners, local communities, and the private sector must work together to close coverage gaps, improve affordability, and ensure that connectivity enables meaningful participation in the digital economy.

This session is aimed to address the following issues to ensure inclusive, affordable, and sustainable digital connectivity for all by expanding network access and strengthening last-mile connectivity solutions:
 
· Examine current gaps and challenges in broadband and mobile network coverage
· effective policy and regulatory measures to expand access in underserved areas
· innovative last mile connectivity solutions, including wireless broadband, satellite, community networks, fiber extension, and public Wi-Fi
· regional cooperation and knowledge exchange on sustainable financing models, including Universal Service Funds, public-private partnerships, and blended finance.

Moderator: TBD
Speakers: TBD

	15:30 – 15:45

	Coffee/Tea Break

	15:45 – 17:15

	Session 8: Promoting Connectivity for all – Spectrum policy and harmonized use of spectrum (Continue from previous session)

This session will continue discussion from previous session on affordable, reliable, and inclusive connectivity is essential for digital transformation with the focus that the spectrum policy and harmonized use of spectrum plays important role in this.    

The following issues will be addressed in this session:
· the role of spectrum policy in expanding universal and affordable connectivity
· challenges and opportunities in spectrum allocation, licensing, and management
· innovative approaches to spectrum sharing and efficient spectrum utilization
· promote regional and international harmonization of spectrum use; and strengthen cooperation among governments, regulators, industry, and regional organizations on spectrum-related issues 

Moderator: TBD
Speakers: TBD

	Day – 3 
(UTC + 6)
	Thursday, 17 September 2026

	09:00 – 10:30

	Session 9: Regulating next generation – Policy challenges in 6G era

IMT-2030 (6G) wireless technologies is rapidly gaining momentum. Expected to be commercially deployed by the early 2030s, 6G promises transformative capabilities including ultra-low latency, terahertz spectrum usage, AI-native networks, and seamless integration between terrestrial and satellite systems. These advancements will significantly impact industries such as healthcare, smart cities, autonomous systems, and immersive communication. However, the unprecedented scale and complexity of 6G technologies introduce new and evolving policy and regulatory challenges. Existing frameworks, designed primarily for earlier generations of connectivity, may not adequately address the emerging realities of hyper-connectivity, data-intensive ecosystems, and AI-driven networks.

The transition to 6G will not only a technological shift but also a governance challenge. Policymakers and regulators must anticipate and respond to issues relating to spectrum allocation and licensing, cross-border data flows, cybersecurity, privacy, digital inclusion, and ethical deployment of advanced technologies. There is an urgent need to foster dialogue among governments, industry leaders, academia, and civil society to ensure that 6G development is guided by forward-looking, inclusive, and adaptable policy frameworks.

The session aims to:
· explore emerging policy and regulatory challenges associated with 6G technologies
· examine the adequacy of current regulatory frameworks in addressing future connectivity needs
· discuss global approaches to spectrum management, standardization, and governance for 6G
· Identify strategies to ensure security, privacy, and trust in 6G ecosystems.

Moderator: TBD
Speakers: TBD

	10:30 – 10:45

	Coffee/Tea Break

	10:45 – 12:15

	Session 10: Inclusiveness and Digital Empowerment – Breaking the barriers for inclusion 

From access to education and healthcare to financial services and civic participation, digital platforms are increasingly central to everyday life. However, significant disparities in access, skills, affordability, and infrastructure continue to prevent many populations from fully benefiting from these advancements. The persistent “digital divide” disproportionately affects marginalized groups, including women, persons with disabilities, rural communities, low-income households, and underserved regions. Without targeted interventions, the digital transformation risks deepening existing inequalities rather than bridging them.

Digital empowerment is a key driver of inclusive development. Ensuring equitable access to digital tools connectivity and skills are essential for enabling individuals and communities to participate meaningfully in the digital economy and society.
Breaking barriers to inclusion require a comprehensive approach that addresses not only infrastructure gaps but also affordability, digital literacy, accessibility, policy frameworks, and socio-cultural challenges. Governments, the private sector, and civil society must collaborate to create enabling ecosystems that promote inclusive and sustainable digital growth. 

The session aims to:
· highlight key barriers to digital inclusion and empowerment
· explore strategies to bridge digital divides across different population groups
· promote policies and initiatives that foster equitable access to digital technologies
· discuss the role of digital literacy and capacity building in empowering individuals
· encourage multi-stakeholder collaboration for inclusive digital transformation.

Moderator: TBD
Speakers: TBD

	12:15 – 14:00

	Lunch

	14:00 – 15:30

	Session 11: Strategy for online safety and data protection  - Cybersecurity workforce development as priority

The growing digital presence has created vast opportunities but also heightened vulnerabilities, including data breaches, identity theft, cyberattacks, misinformation, and privacy violations. The concept of the “digital self” extends beyond mere online identity—it encompasses personal data, behaviors, interactions, and digital footprints across platforms. With the rise of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, cloud computing, and the Internet of Things (IoT), protecting this digital self has become both more complex and more critical.

The growing frequency and sophistication of cyber threats, coupled with widespread data collection and processing practices, demand stronger safeguards for individuals’ online safety and privacy. Ensuring online safety and data protection requires a multi-dimensional approach, integrating user awareness, robust technological solutions, cybersecurity workforce development and strong policy and regulatory frameworks. However, the issue of global shortage of qualified professionals in cybersecurity area is challenging that approach. In addressing the challenge, APT engaging closely with regional/international partners, such as, ASEAN in recently implemented a regional initiative aimed at strengthening cybersecurity workforce capability.

The session aims to:
· Explore practical strategies for enhancing online safety and privacy protection.
· Examine policy, legal, and technological measures to safeguard personal data.
· Cybersecurity workforce development; validation process of ASEAN-APT joint project
· Strengthen collaboration among stakeholders to build secure digital environments

Moderator: TBD
Speakers: TBD

	15:30 – 16:00

	Tea/Coffee Break

	16:00 – 17:00

	Session 12: Plenary and Closing
 
· Consideration of the output documents (if any)
· Takeaway of PRF-26 and way forward 
· Date and venue for PRF-27
· Any other matters 

     Closing Ceremony 
· Remarks by APT
· Remarks by Host
· Remarks by Chair, PRF
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