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	The 23rd APT Telecommunication/ICT Development Forum (ADF-23)
14 – 15 July 2026, Bangkok, Thailand (Hybrid)




CONCEPT NOTE

1. Background / Context

The rapid evolution of digital technologies is reshaping economies and societies across the Asia-Pacific region. While APT Members have made significant progress in expanding telecommunication and ICT infrastructure, disparities in access, capacity, and digital readiness remain. Addressing these challenges requires not only continued investment in infrastructure, but also enabling policies, innovative applications, and resilient systems to support sustainable digital development.

Telecommunications/ICTs has become a key driver of socio-economic growth, enabling innovation, improving service delivery, and facilitating collaboration across sectors such as healthcare, education, agriculture, and finance. At the same time, the increasing adoption of emerging technologies, particularly Artificial Intelligence (AI) and data-driven solutions, is accelerating digital transformation and creating new opportunities.

However, these developments also bring new challenges. As reliance on digital systems grows, issues related to cybersecurity, trust, and resilience become increasingly critical. Ensuring a secure and reliable digital environment is essential to fully realize the benefits of Telecommunications/ICTs while safeguarding users and infrastructure.

The APT Telecommunication/ICT Development Forum (ADF) has served as a key platform for dialogue, knowledge sharing, and regional cooperation among APT Members. Through ADF, Members have exchanged experiences and best practices, contributing to addressing common challenges and advancing Telecommunication/ICT development in the region.

In November 2023, the 16th Session of the General Assembly of the APT (GA-16) adopted the Strategic Plan of the APT for 2024–2026, which provides the framework for APT’s activities. In line with this Strategic Plan, ADF-23 will focus on the following three (3) Strategic Pillars:

a. Digital Connectivity: Enhancing access and efficiency of telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, including digital broadband infrastructure
b. Digital Transformation: Enabling a conducive environment and harnessing the benefits of telecommunication/ICT
c. Trust and Safety: Ensuring secure cyberspace, security and resilience through telecommunications/ICTs

The thematic sessions of ADF-23 have been identified based on emerging priorities and needs of APT Members and will be structured as follows:

Firstly, under Digital Connectivity, the forum will explore approaches to expand affordable and reliable broadband infrastructure, improve network efficiency, and enhance connectivity, particularly in underserved areas, through the sharing of national experiences and best practices.

Secondly, under Digital Transformation, the forum will address the role of emerging technologies, including AI and data-driven solutions, in accelerating digital transformation, with a focus on enabling policy environments, innovation, and practical implementation across sectors.

Thirdly, under Trust and Safety, the forum will examine key issues related to cybersecurity, resilience, and digital trust, including responses to emerging threats and the role of ICT in supporting disaster preparedness and response.

In addition, ADF-23 will include presentations on the outcomes of ICT pilot projects supported through Extra-Budgetary Contributions (EBCs), highlighting lessons learned and opportunities to enhance sustainability and scalability.

ADF-23 will be held back-to-back with the ITU Regional Development Forum for Asia and the Pacific (RDF-ASP) 2026 to enhance synergies and facilitate broader participation.

2. Objectives

The overall objectives of the ADF in 2026, as approved by the 49th Session of the APT Management Committee (MC-49) in December 2025, are as follows:
1) To provide a platform for governments, regulators, industry, and other stakeholders to exchange views and experiences on the development of telecommunication/ICT in the region. 
2) To address challenges in expanding access to affordable, sustainable, and resilient telecommunication/ICT infrastructure, particularly in underserved and remote areas. 
3) To promote the development and adoption of emerging telecommunication/ICT technologies. 
4) To enhance the effective utilization of telecommunication/ICT as an enabler of socio-economic development. 
5) To share the outcomes and achievements of APT programmes and projects, including those supported through Extra-Budgetary Contributions (EBCs). 
Based on the above, the specific objectives of ADF-23 are as follows:
· Discuss approaches to strengthening digital connectivity, including expanding affordable and reliable broadband access;
· Share experiences and best practices in leveraging emerging technologies, including AI and data-driven solutions, for digital transformation; 
· Exchange views on policy, regulatory, and practical approaches to enabling digital transformation across sectors;
· Discuss measures to enhance cybersecurity, resilience, and trust in the digital environment;
· Share experiences on the use of ICT to support disaster preparedness, response, and recovery; 
· Present outcomes and lessons learned from APT projects, including EBC-supported initiatives.



3. Expected Outcomes

ADF-23 is expected to achieve the following outcomes:

· Enhanced understanding among APT Members of key issues related to digital connectivity, digital transformation, and trust and safety; 
· Identification of practical approaches and best practices to expand connectivity and accelerate digital transformation; 
· Improved awareness of policy and regulatory considerations for emerging technologies, including AI; 
· Strengthened capacity of Members to address cybersecurity challenges and enhance resilience of ICT systems; 
· Increased knowledge sharing on the use of ICT in disaster management and sustainable development; 
· Dissemination of outcomes and lessons learned from APT programmes and EBC-supported projects.

4. Timing and Location

The ADF-23 will be held as a 2-day event from 14 to 15 July 2026, in Bangkok, Thailand. The venue of the ADF-23 will be at (TBD), Bangkok, Thailand, with a virtual participation function (Zoom). The ADF-23 will be co-hosted by the Office of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) of Thailand.

5. Participation

All APT Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, International/Regional Organizations, and eligible Non-Members can participate in the ADF-23. Participants joining online will be provided with an APT Zoom meeting link, meeting ID and password and to log on to the meeting URL at the designated time and date.

6. Contact

For any further information about ADF-23, please direct your inquiries to the following members of the APT Secretariat or Local Secretariat (NBTC, Thailand):

	APT Secretariat
	Local Secretariat (NBTC, Thailand)

	Mr. Danho Kim, Programme Officer
Email: kdanho@apt.int

Mr. Kornnop Jaroenwong, Project Assistant
Email: kornnop@apt.int

Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT)
12/49 Soi 5, Chaeng Watthana Road
Bangkok 10210, Thailand
Tel: + 66 2 573 0044 / Fax: +66 2 573 7479
Email: aptict@apt.int
	Ms. Kanlayapat Kaewvejabutr
Email: Kanlayapat.k@nbtc.go.th

Office of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
87 Phaholyothin 8 (Soi Sailom), Samsen Nai, Phayathai, Bangkok 10400
Tel: +66 2670 8888
Email: inter_org@nbtc.go.th



Annex A

The 23rd APT Telecommunication/ICT Development Forum (ADF-23)

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. Opening

2. Adoption of the Agenda

3. Nominations of the Chair and Vice-Chairs of ADF

4. Outcomes of the 49th Session of the Management Committee of the APT relevant to ADF

5. Thematic Sessions: 
· Strengthening Digital Connectivity in the Asia-Pacific 
· Enabling Digital Transformation through Emerging Technologies
· Enhancing Trust, Safety and Resilience in the Digital Environment

6. EBC Sessions: ICT Projects Supported by Extra Budgetary Contributions (EBCs)
· Introduction to the APT EBC Project Scheme
· Outcomes and Achievements – EBC-J (Japan)
· Outcomes and Achievements – EBC-K (Republic of Korea)
· Outcomes and Achievements – EBC-C (PR China)

7. Way forward

8. Date and Venue for ADF-24

9. Any Other Matters

10. Closing

_____________________________


Annex B

The 23rd APT Telecommunication/ICT Development Forum (ADF-23)

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

	TIME
(UTC+7)
	PROGRAMME

	DAY - 1
	TUESDAY, 14 JULY 2026

	09:00 - 09:30
	Registration

	09:30 - 10:00
	Opening 

· Welcome Remarks by Dr. Masanori Kondo, Secretary General of APT
· Inaugural Address by NBTC (TBD)
· Opening Remarks by the Chair/Vice-Chair of ADF (TBD)

(Group Photograph)


	10:00 - 10:30
	Session 1: Plenary

· Adoption of the Agenda
· Nominations of the Chair and Vice-Chairs of ADF
· Outcomes of the 49th Session of the Management Committee of the APT Relevant to ADF


	10:30 - 11:00
	Coffee / Tea Break

	11:00 - 12:15
	Session 2:  Strengthening Digital Connectivity in the Asia-Pacific: From Access to Advanced Infrastructure

Connectivity is no longer only about expanding access, but also about enabling digital services and innovation. While many economies in the Asia-Pacific region continue to focus on improving affordable and reliable broadband access, there is also a growing need to upgrade infrastructure to support emerging technologies such as AI, cloud computing, and data-driven applications. This session will explore how economies are evolving their connectivity strategies to balance expanding inclusive access with the need to support more advanced digital services.

Tentative Topics: 
· National broadband and universal access strategies to expand affordable and inclusive connectivity
· Approaches to improving connectivity in underserved areas, including LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS
· Transition from basic connectivity to advanced infrastructure to support emerging technologies
· Satellite-terrestrial hybrid networks and their role in bridging the digital divide
· Financing models and public-private partnerships for sustainable infrastructure development
· Cross-border connectivity and regional cooperation, including submarine cable resilience
· Q&A

Moderator: TBC

Speakers:
· Member administrations
· International organizations
· Industry representatives


	12:15 - 13:45
	Lunch Break

	13:45 - 15:00
	Session 3: Enabling Digital Transformation through Emerging Technologies

Digital transformation is accelerating across the Asia-Pacific region, driven by the rapid adoption of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI), big data, and cloud computing. These technologies are enabling new forms of service delivery, improving operational efficiency, and creating opportunities for innovation across sectors including healthcare, education, agriculture, and finance. This session will explore how APT Members are leveraging emerging technologies to drive digital transformation, with a focus on enabling policy and regulatory environments, practical implementation strategies, and cross-sector applications. It will also highlight lessons learned and best practices in translating technological innovation into tangible socio-economic benefits.

Tentative Topics: 
· National strategies and policy frameworks to promote digital transformation
· Practical applications of AI and emerging technologies across key sectors (e.g. healthcare, education, agriculture, finance)
· Digital public services and government transformation initiatives
· Supporting innovation ecosystems, including startups and SMEs
· Challenges in implementing emerging technologies and approaches to address them
· Capacity building and skills development for digital transformation
· Q&A

Moderator: TBC

Speakers: 
· Member administrations
· International organizations
· Industry and private sector representatives


	15:00 - 15:30
	Coffee / Tea Break

	15:30 - 17:15
	Session 4: Enhancing Trust, Safety and Resilience in the Digital Environment

As digital technologies become increasingly embedded in all aspects of society, ensuring trust, safety, and resilience in the digital environment has become a critical priority for APT Members. Strengthening cybersecurity, enhancing the resilience of ICT infrastructure, and building public trust in digital services are essential to fully realizing the benefits of digital transformation. This session will examine key challenges and approaches related to cybersecurity, digital trust, and resilience. It will also explore the role of ICT in disaster preparedness, response, and recovery, particularly in the context of climate-related risks and increasing digital dependency.

Tentative Topics: 
· Cybersecurity strategies and frameworks to address emerging digital threats
· Building trust in digital services, including transparency, accountability, and user protection
· Strengthening the resilience of ICT infrastructure against cyber risks and natural disasters
· The role of ICT in disaster preparedness, early warning systems, and response
· Regional cooperation and information sharing to enhance digital trust and security
· Addressing emerging risks such as AI-enabled threats, misinformation, and cyber fraud
· Q&A

Moderator: TBC

Speakers: 
· Member administrations
· International organizations
· Industry and private sector representatives


	DAY - 2
	WEDNESDAY, 15 JULY 2026

	09:00 – 09:30
	Session 5: Introduction to APT Extra-Budgetary Contribution (EBC) Project Scheme

This session provides a comprehensive overview of the EBC project cycle, from initial proposal formulation to implementation and final reporting. The goal is to encourage broader participation among APT Members. Attendees will gain a clear understanding of how to develop APT projects and effectively mobilize Extra-Budgetary Contributions (EBCs) during the submission process. 

Topics: 
· Types of APT hands-on assistance and the EBC project framework
· Project formulation, proposal submission, screening, selection, and reporting processes
· Guidance for first-time applicants: tips and points to consider
· Q&A

Speaker: Dr. Jongbong Park, Director, Project Development, APT


	09:30 – 10:45
	Session 6: Outcomes and Achievements of the Projects financed by Extra Budgetary Contributions from Japan (EBC-J)

The session introduces the outcomes and achievements of the APT projects via Extra-Budgetary Contributions from Japan (EBC-J). Each presentation outlines the needs, requirements, and basic problem statement of the project. It then provides achievement as the solution including the challenges in the project and concludes with the recommendation for the beneficiary country.

Topic:
· Current status, Outcomes, and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-J
· Q&A

Moderator:  Mr. Ryo Horikawa, Director, International Organization Office, Global Strategy Bureau, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC), Japan  

Speakers: EBC-J experts and participants from APT Members


	10:45 – 11:15
	Coffee Break

	11:15 – 12:30
	Session 7: Outcomes and Achievements – Projects Financed by EBC-J (Japan)

The session introduces the outcomes and achievements of the APT projects via Extra-Budgetary Contributions from Japan (EBC-J). Each presentation outlines the needs, requirements, and basic problem statement of the project. It then provides achievement as the solution including the challenges in the project and concludes with the recommendation for the beneficiary country.

Topics:
· Current status, Outcomes, and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-J
· Q&A

Moderator: Mr. Morimoto Yasuhito, Programme Officer, APT Secretariat

Speakers: EBC-J experts and participants from APT Members


	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00 – 15:15
	Session 8: Outcomes and Achievements – Projects Financed by EBC-K (Republic of Korea)

This session highlights ICT application projects supported by the Republic of Korea’s Extra-Budgetary Contribution (EBC). Each presentation provides a comprehensive overview of the project lifecycle, from the initial context and problem statement to the implementation approach and key achievements. Speakers will also address specific challenges encountered and offer strategic recommendations to support the beneficiary countries.

Topics: 
· Current status, Outcomes and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-K
· Q&A

Moderator: Mr. Danho Kim, Programme Officer, APT Secretariat

Speakers: EBC-K experts and participants from APT Members


	15:15 – 15:45
	Coffee / Tea Break

	15:45 – 17:00
	Session 9: Outcomes and Achievements – Projects Financed by EBC-C (People’s Republic of China) 
 
This session highlights ICT application projects supported by the People’s Republic of China through its Extra-Budgetary Contribution. In addition to live demonstrations where possible, experts will provide updates on the current status of these initiatives and lead an open discussion with participants from the beneficiary countries. 
 
Topic: 
· Current status, Outcomes and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-C
· Q&A

Moderator: Mr. Shosei Hara, Programme Officer, APT Secretariat 
 
Speakers: EBC-C experts and participants from APT Members 


	17:00 – 17:30
	Session 10: Plenary

· Consideration of the Output Documents (if any)
· Way forward
· Date and venue for ADF-24
· Any other matters


	
	Closing

· Remarks by Secretary General of the APT
· Remarks by NBTC (TBC)
· Remarks and Closing by Chair of ADF




_____________________________
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