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19th APT Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP-19)
Funafuti, Tuvalu, 4 - 6 August 2026

CONCEPT NOTE

1. INTRODUCTION

About PRFP

The Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP), initiated in 2009, has become one of the premium forums for regulators and policy makers of the Pacific region. The forum is a key subregional activity of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity attracting high-level participants from the Ministries and Regulatory Authorities from the Pacific each year. It is an excellent platform which provides an opportunity for the top policy makers and regulators to share information, best practices and experiences for the common benefit of the members. Issues relating to policy and regulations for telecommunication and ICT which are of common interest to the telecommunication administrations in the Pacific region were discussed and coordinated at the PRFP. These issues included international connectivity, Capacity Building, Broadband and Application, Policy and Regulation on Internet, Radio Spectrum Consideration, Cybersecurity, and Consumer Protection. The PRFP has also facilitated intra-regional collaboration on policy and regulatory issues.

At the present, the membership of the Pacific region is the following sixteen countries and territories, namely Australia, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Cook Islands, and Niue. However, the meeting is open to all APT members. 

Background/Context

Pacific countries are advancing digital transformation, but the current situation remains uneven and constrained by geography, dispersed populations, high infrastructure costs, and vulnerability to disasters. In this context, digital transformation is not simply about adopting new technologies, it is closely tied to improving connectivity, resilience, sustainability, services, and socio-economic inclusion. The Pacific is moving toward a more coordinated regional approach. The APT Ministerial Statement emphasizes an overarching goal of equitable, sustainable and inclusive digital transformation. Likewise, the Pacific ICT Ministers have identified shared priority areas including digital transformation, digital infrastructure, digital innovation and entrepreneurship, and digital government. This suggests that the region increasingly sees digital transformation as a cross-cutting development agenda requiring joint policy/regulatory action, investment, and partnerships rather than isolated national initiatives. 

In light of these political commitments,  the PRFP-19 aims to bring together policy makers, regulators, industry leaders and relevant stakeholders for a structured programme, combining high-level dialogues, keynote presentations, workshops, interactive sessions and thematic sessions.  


The programme will feature: 

· A roundtable on driving digital transformation through strategic regulatory and policy interventions; 
· Session on Tuvalu Subsea Telecommunications Cable Policy and Regulation 
· A business dialogue on turning connectivity into competitiveness through innovation and entrepreneurship; 
· Discussion on Emergency Communications Regulatory Sandbox (ECRS)
· A keynote presentation on People-Centred Digital Service: Bringing Connectivity, Essential Services and Economic Opportunities closer to Pacific Communities
· Dedicated sessions on contemporary topics/issues including resilient connectivity, digital government, infrastructure investments (satellite and/or submarine cable), focusing on the specific aspects of the Pacific region 

1. OBJECTIVES

The objectives for PRFP-19 are to:

· Provide a platform for Pacific stakeholders to exchange high-level perspectives on regulatory and policy priorities for inclusive and meaningful digital transformation.
· Improved awareness on subsea cable policy and regulation as well as the best practices for the management, protection and resilience of undersea cable infrastructure.
· Explore how Pacific economies can translate connectivity gains into innovation, entrepreneurship, and improved service delivery.
· Examine the concept and potential application of an Emergency Communications Regulatory Sandbox as a tool to strengthen disaster preparedness and response.
· Strengthening shared understanding of infrastructure resilience, including practical approaches to reduce risks and improve preparedness for disruptions.
· Provide insights and case studies on people-centered digital services being adopted in the Pacific
· Promote regional exchange on resilient connectivity, digital government, satellite/space related policy and regulatory matters, and infrastructure investments priorities in the context of Pacific countries. 

2. EXPECTED OUTCOMES

Specific outcomes include but not limited to:
· A shared, high-level view of priority policy and regulatory themes for Pacific digital transformation.

· Practical insights and good practices identified for strengthening infrastructure resilience.

· Enhanced understanding of the Emergency Communications Regulatory Sandbox concept and its possible application in strengthening disaster preparedness and response.

· Increased awareness to improve digital competitiveness, support innovation, entrepreneurship, and inclusive digital opportunities.

·  High-level takeaways on strengthening network resilience, and the importance of advancing digital government in context of Pacific countries.

· Better understanding of opportunities and policy/regulatory considerations associated with Satellite and Space technologies.

· A concise meeting summary record capturing key discussion points and proposed follow-up directions (if any) for continued cooperation and support. 

3. DATE, TIME AND VENUE 

The PRFP-19 will be a two and half day event from 4 to 6 August 2026. The meeting will be organized in Funafuti, Tuvalu. 


4. PARTICIPATION

All APT Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, International/Regional Organizations, and eligible non-members can participate in the PRFP-19. 
 
Online participants will be provided with Zoom meeting link, meeting ID and password. Online participants shall log on to the meeting URL at the designated time and date. In order to have proper audio experience during the meeting, participants should be equipped with headset containing speakers and microphones. 

5. CONTACTS:

	APT Secretariat
	Local Secretariat

	Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT)
12/49 Soi 5, Chaeng Watthana Road
Bangkok 10210, Thailand
Tel: + 66 2 573 0044 (ext.115/116)
Fax: +66 2 573 7479
E-mail : aptpolicy@apt.int  
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19th APT Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP-19)

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. Opening

2. Adoption of the Agenda

3. Outcomes of the 49th Session of the Management Committee of the APT relevant to PRFP

4. Updates of the Activities of Working Group for Emergency Communications Regulatory Sandbox (ECRS)

5. Proposals from APT members (if any)

6. Roundtable/Dialogues and Thematic Sessions:

a. (Roundtable) Towards a Meaningful Digital Future: Driving Digital Transformation through Strategic Policy and Regulatory Interventions
b. A Case Study on Tuvalu Subsea Telecommunications Cable Policy and Regulation
c. (Business Dialogue)From Connectivity to Competitiveness: Turning Digital Access into Innovation and Entrepreneurship
d. Digital Government: Smart Island Initiative and Whole-of-Government Approach, including GovStack
e. Working Group Discussion on Emergency Communications Regulatory Sandbox (ECRS)
f. Spotlight on infrastructure investment and regulatory priorities in the Pacific Islands, including resilience and disaster communications
g. Advancing Resilient Connectivity in the Pacific: Network Plan for 5G and Beyond
h. A keynote presentation on People-Centered Digital Service: Bringing Connectivity, Essential Services and Economic Opportunities closer to Pacific Communities
i. Pacific Islands Requirements and Overview of Emerging Satcom Technologies/Applications
j. The critical use and future development of Mobile Satellite Services and Multi-Orbit networks in the New Space Age

7. Nomination/Appointment of Office Bearers for next term

8. Date and Venue for PRFP-20

9. Any other matters

10. Closing
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19th APT Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP-19)
Funafuti, Tuvalu, 4 - 6 August 2026

Tentative Programme

	TIME 
(UTC +12)
	PROGRAMME

	Day 1 - Tuesday, 4 August 2026

	  08:30 –  09:30
	Registration

	09:30 – 10:00
	Opening  
 
· Welcome Remarks – Dr. Masanori Kondo, Secretary General, APT 
· Opening Remarks - Ms. Tupou'tuah Baravilala, Chair of PRFP
· Host Country(TBD)

Presentation of token of appreciation 
(Group Photograph) 


	10:00 – 10:30 
	Session 1 – Plenary 
 
· Adoption of Agenda 
· Outcomes of the 49th Session of the Management Committee of the APT relevant to PRFP  
· Updates of the Activities of Working Group for Emergency Communications Regulatory Sandbox(ECRS) 
· Proposals from APT members, if any
· Any other matters 


	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee/Tea Break

	11:00 – 12:30 
	Session 2 - (Roundtable) Towards a Meaningful Digital Future: Driving Digital Transformation through Strategic Policy and Regulatory Interventions. 

Pacific countries are making steady progress in digital development, but major gaps remain in affordability, access, resilience, institutional capacity and productive digital use. Data shows that Internet use in Pacific SIDS was 41% in 2023, while the median price of mobile Internet in SIDS was 94% above the world median. It was also found that Pacific SIDS continues to face structural constraints such as remoteness, dispersed populations, infrastructure limitations, limited human capacity and vulnerability to natural disasters. These realities make digital transformation in the Pacific not only a technological issue, but also a strategic policy and regulatory challenge.

This roundtable will examine how Pacific countries can move towards a meaningful digital future through strategic policy and regulatory interventions. It will explore how governments/regulators, industry and other stakeholders can promote inclusive, affordable and resilient digital transformation that supports sustainable, inclusive and equitable digital transformation in the Pacific.

· How can policy and regulatory measures ensure inclusive and equitable digital transformation so that people in vulnerable situations can meaningfully participate in and benefit from digital transformation?

· What policy and regulatory reforms are most needed to support digital transformation, including enabling investment, strengthening governance and encouraging innovation?

· What must be done to strengthen trust in digital services and ensure secure digital transformation?

· How can digital policy and regulation better support resilience in the face of climate and disaster risks that are especially acute in the Pacific?

· How can strategic partnership among relevant stakeholders play a role to accelerate digital transformation in the Pacific, and which approach, good practices or  partnership models are most effective for delivering holistic and meaningful impact. 


Moderator: TBD

Speaker:

Government/Regulators
Industry
Relevant Stakeholders


	12:30 – 14:00 
	Lunch Break

	14:00 – 15:00
	 Session 3 –  (Case Study) Tuvalu Subsea Telecommunication Cable Policy and Regulation 

This session will showcase the Cable Connectivity and Resilience Centre’s (CCRC) work with Government of Tuvalu and Tuvalu Telecommunications Corporation on development of subsea cable policy and regulation sharing practical insights and lessons learned.

The session is designed to provide Pacific governments and regulators practical guidance and application of best practice policy and regulatory frameworks that underpin the planning, protection and management of subsea telecommunications cables.

The session will also provide an overview of Australia’s approach to submarine cable protection, including cable protection zones, and CCRC’s Best Practice
Toolkit, which consolidates international best practice and guidance to the management and governance of subsea cables.

Moderator: CCRC
Speaker(s):  TBC



	15:00 – 15:30 
	Coffee/Tea Break

	15:30 – 16:45
	Session 4 -  (Business Dialogue ) From Connectivity to Competitiveness: Turning Digital Access into Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

Across the Pacific, the policy conversation is gradually moving beyond basic connectivity toward a harder question i.e. how to convert digital access into a meaningful impact? 

For Pacific countries, this issue is especially important because they are small markets with dispersed populations, limited scale, high logistics costs and major exposure to climate shocks. The focus is to how to extend networks, but also how to create conditions for Pacific entrepreneurs, MSMEs and innovators to use digital tools, platforms and services to grow businesses, reach markets and deliver solutions suited to island contexts.

This business dialogue will examine how Pacific countries can move beyond digital connectivity as a basic infrastructure objective and leverage it as a platform for innovation, entrepreneurship and economic competitiveness. The discussion will explore enabling policy and regulatory frameworks, digital ecosystems, skills, investment and partnerships needed to transform connectivity into meaningful opportunity in the Pacific.

· How can Pacific countries build inclusive, open, and fair ICT innovation ecosystems that effectively bring government, regulators, industry, academia, civil society and relevant stakeholders together?
· What digital innovation and entrepreneurial capabilities are needed to ensure equitable and broader participation by youth, women, persons with disabilities and underserved communities?
· What policy/regulatory and partnership/collaboration measures are most effective to help MSMEs and start-ups and entrepreneurs to scale, and build capabilities and participate in the digital economy?
· How can Pacific countries strengthen telecommunication/ICT innovation ecosystems including R&D, testbeds and incubation to help local entrepreneurs develop and scale solutions?
· From an industry perspective, what incentives and enabling conditions (example: policy/regulation, access to infrastructure, taxations, local talent pools) would make the Pacific a more attractive and viable market to invest in, pilot/sandbox, and scale digital innovation, especially with local start-ups and MSMEs?

Moderator: TBC
Speakers: 
Government/Regulators
Industry
Entrepreneurship and innovation ecosystem leader
Relevant Stakeholders


	       18:00
	Dinner Reception (TBD)

	Day 2 - Wednesday, 5 August 2026

	9:00 – 10:15
	Session 5 - Digital Government: Smart Island Initiatives and Whole-of-Government Approach, including GovStack (In collaboration with ITU)

Pacific island countries are increasingly pursuing digital governments as part of broader smart island/village development initiatives to provide affordable and accessible digital solutions (efficient public service delivery) with the aim of improving the quality of life and economic opportunities of rural and island communities. In this context, a whole-of-government approach is especially important as digital transformation is most effective when governments move beyond isolated, siloed and duplicative efforts; and instead develop shared/interoperable, scalable platforms, and coordinated service delivery models.

This session will highlight the importance of advancing digital government as part of smart island/village development initiatives in the Pacific. It will examine the value of the whole-of-government approach in promoting coherence, efficiency, and sustainability in digital transformation efforts especially by reducing fragmented and duplicative efforts. The session will also discuss how GovStack is being adopted by Governments as one of the practical implementation approaches and provide an opportunity to exchange experiences and ideas on strengthening digital public services in Pacific Island contexts.

In the broader context, the session will further explore how digital government initiatives, including smart island/village development projects, have delivered meaningful benefits at the grassroots level and contributed to improving the daily lives of communities.

· How are Pacific Island countries shaping their digital government journeys within the context of smart island/village development initiatives? (Case Studies)

· How can governments ensure that smart island/village development efforts remain inclusive, affordable, accessible and sustainable for all users, including underserved communities?

· What does a whole-of-government approach look like in practice in the Pacific context? And what opportunities and challenges arise when pursuing a whole-of-government approach to digital transformation?

· What practical approaches, including GovStack and other interoperable digital solutions can governments adopt to strengthen digital public service delivery in Pacific Island contexts?

· What lessons, experiences, and good practices can be shared to help Pacific Island countries advance resilient, inclusive, and sustainable digital government initiatives including Smart Island/Village initiatives?

· How digital government initiatives, including smart island/village development projects, have delivered meaningful benefits at the grassroots level and contributed to improving the daily lives of communities?

Moderator: ITU

Speakers: TBD


	10:15 – 10:45
	Coffee/Tea Break

	10:45 – 12:00
	Session 6 - Working Group Discussion on Emergency Communications Regulatory Sandbox (ECRS)

Emergency Communications Regulatory Sandbox (ECRS) for Pacific Island Countries intends to overcome regulatory barriers to rapid deployment of emergency telecommunications during disasters. ECRS would enable temporary exemptions or fast-track approvals for critical technologies like satellite terminals, radios, and mobile base stations. By allowing controlled peacetime testing, it aims to boost regulatory agility, coordination, and policy readiness.

During this session, the Working Group on Emergency Communications Regulatory Sandbox (ECRS)  will provide updates on the Working Group activities and stimulate discussions among the members. 

Keynote Presentation and Moderator: Chair/Vice-Chairs of Working Group

Speakers: TBD


	12:00 – 13:30
	Lunch Break

	
13:30 – 14:00
	Session 7 –   Spotlight on infrastructure investment and regulatory 
priorities in the Pacific Islands, including resilience and disaster 
communications (In collaboration with ISOC)

Pacific nations face a unique combination of geographic dispersion, small market scale, and high exposure to natural hazards, alongside increasing cyber threats and digital dependency. As governments and economies digitize, ensuring trust in digital systems, protecting personal data, and maintaining resilient infrastructure is critical to sustaining economic and social benefits.

This panel explores how Pacific Island countries are strengthening digital and communications infrastructure to withstand natural disasters and cyber incidents. The discussion focuses on practical investment priorities, regulatory enablers, and the role of local Internet infrastructure in maintaining connectivity during crises.

· Infrastructure Redundancy
What did recent disaster related cable disruptions reveal about single points of failure?
What investments are now priorities (cable diversity, satellite backup, domestic resilience)?
· Integrating Natural Disaster and Cyber Resilience
How have past disasters shaped communications planning?
How is digital continuity now part of national resilience planning?
· Multi-Hazard Investment Planning
How do repeated hazards influence infrastructure investment decisions?
What regulatory or funding barriers affect resilience upgrades?
Keynote Presentation and Session Moderator – ISOC
Speakers: TBD


	
14:00 – 15:15
	Session 8 – Advancing Resilient Connectivity in the Pacific: Network Plan for 5G and Beyond (In collaboration with GSMA)

Pacific Island countries face a distinctive connectivity challenge shaped by small and dispersed populations, difficult geography, high infrastructure costs, and vulnerability to cyclones, earthquakes and submarine cable disruptions. These factors, together with affordability and usage gaps, make network development in the Pacific more complex than in many larger markets. In this context, mobile network connectivity is a vital enabler of digital transformation, supporting access to services, economic opportunities and emergency communications.

Against this backdrop, the session will consider how the Pacific can advance 5G and beyond in a way that is realistic, resilient and inclusive. Rather than viewing 5G simply as a technological upgrade, the discussion will examine how future networks can strengthen national resilience, support public services, improve disaster response and create economic value, while reflecting the unique realities of small island developing states. 

The session will discuss how Pacific countries can build future-ready mobile networks that are not only faster, but also more resilient, affordable and relevant to local realities. In addition, the session can explore what “5G and beyond” should mean for the Pacific in practical terms – whether it is better continuity during disasters, stronger support for critical services, and smarter long-term planning rather than technology deployment for its own sake.

A Keynote Presentation and Session Moderator – GSMA

Speakers: 

Government/Regulators
Industry
Relevant Stakeholders


	15:15 – 15:45
	Session 9: Keynote presentation on  People-Centered Digital Services: Bringing Connectivity, Essential Services, and Economic Opportunities Closer to Pacific Communities

	15:45 – 16: 15
	Coffee/Tea Break

	16:15 – 17:15
	      Closed Session for Policy Makers and Regulators in the Pacific

	Day 3 - Thursday, 6 August 2026

	09.00 – 10:15
	 Session 10 – Pacific Islands Requirements & Overview of Emerging Satcom Technologies/Applications (In collaboration with Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation(CTO))

This session will address the growing requirements for connectivity of the Pacific Islanders particularly inland to serve remote communities for digital inclusion. The session will further provide an overview on the growth and development in satellite technologies leading to deployment and operation of next-generation satellite services offering a more cost-effective solution to support Island states.  

Moderator: TBD
Speakers: TBD

 

	10:15 – 10:45
	Coffee/Tea Break

	10:45 – 11:30
	Session 11 -  The critical use and future development of Mobile Satellite Services and Multi-Orbit networks in the New Space Age(In collaboration with CTO)

Given the reliance by the Island States on their maritime and aeronautical sector, this session aims to address the critical use of MSS for maritime and aeronautical operations covering GMDSS and GADSS applications and disaster management services given the impact of climate change with increasing number of cyclones. In addition, the session will cover the future development of MSS for direct-to-device applications and services in complementing island wide terrestrial mobile services.

With the growth and advances in satellite technologies, a new generation of space infrastructure is shaping to provide innovative solutions to a variety of user groups from Government, enterprise, to consumers. The new network architecture will increase connectivity demands and will impact changing regulatory environment. To ensure sustainable growth and seamless deployment of satellite services, collaboration between policy makers, regulators and industry is essential. The session will also address the multi-orbit networks utilizing GSO and NGSO solutions and growth and development of future proof solutions.

Moderator: TBD
Speakers: TBD


	
	(Intermission)

	12:00 – 12:30
	Session 12 - Plenary and Closing Session 

· Nomination/Appointment of Office Bearers for next term
· Date and Venue of PRFP-20
· Any other matters  
Closing 
· Remarks by Secretary General, APT 
· Remarks by Host Country (TBD)
· Remarks and closing by Chair of PRFP 


	12:30
	Lunch Break
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