The 22nd APT Telecommunication/ICT Development Forum (ADF-22)
14 - 16 October 2025, Bangkok, Thailand (Hybrid)

CONCEPT NOTE

1. Background / Context

The development of telecommunication and ICT infrastructure has brought about both opportunities
and challenges for countries in the Asia-Pacific region. APT Members have been making considerable
efforts to bring telecommunications and ICT facilities to their people at an affordable price. However,
there are many issues in the areas of policy, technology, application, etc., that need to be addressed for
effective deployment.

Telecommunications/ICTs is a transformative technology that affects the development of the entire
society in the social and economic aspects of modern society. It enables new forms of collaboration
and innovation. It is capable of converging with other sectors such as agriculture, finance, education,
and healthcare to significantly increase economic feasibility and benefits. Many public and private
sectors, academia and industries in the region are actively promoting “digital transformation” as a
major strategy to enhance enabling environment, digital inclusivity, sustainability and efficiency. It is
becoming more important to build telecommunication/ICT infrastructure that facilitates such digital
transformation.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has rapidly evolved from theoretical concepts to practical applications, and
its progress never ceases to drive innovation. These developments have enabled Al to excel in diverse
domains, including natural language processing, computer vision, robotics, anomaly detection,
predictive maintenance and data analytics. From virtual assistants and recommendation systems to
autonomous vehicles and medical diagnosis, Al technologies are revolutionizing all aspects of life. As
Al continues to thrive among the new and emerging technologies, its potential to drive innovation,
solve complex problems, and improve human lives is enormous, paving the way for a new era of
digital transformation and new opportunities.

Nevertheless, as the adoption of advanced digital technologies accelerates, so do the risks associated
with them. The increasing reliance on systems powered by Al and interconnected networks has led to
a significant rise in cybersecurity incidents, including data breaches, identity theft, and algorithmic
vulnerabilities. These digital threats pose serious challenges to individual privacy, organizational
resilience, and national security. At the same time, the Asia-Pacific region is facing drastic
environmental challenges driven by climate change — ranging from floods and droughts to wildfires
and rising sea levels — which threaten critical infrastructure and disrupt digital connectivity, especially
in vulnerable and remote communities. In this context, it is essential to ensure that technological
progress is accompanied by robust safeguards, ethical standards, and disaster-resilient digital
ecosystems to build a secure, inclusive, and sustainable digital future.
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Over the past 20 years, The APT Telecommunication/ICT Development Forum (ADF) has been
established as a unique forum that facilitates a comprehensive, focused, and result-oriented dialogue
to address the development needs and issues of the Asia-Pacific region. ADF has successfully
provided a platform for that purpose and participants could get benefits from sharing information and
experience of best practices as well as trends of services and technologies for bridging the digital gap.

In November 2023, the 16th Session of the General Assembly of the APT (GA-16) adopted the
Strategic Plan of the APT for 2024-2026, which serves as the guideline for APT’s activities for the
period 2024-2026. ADF will focus its work on the following five (5) Strategic Pillars of the Strategic
Plan:

a. Digital Connectivity: Enhancing access and efficiency of telecommunication/ICT
infrastructure, including digital broadband infrastructure.

b. Digital Transformation: Enabling a conducive environment and harnessing the benefit of
telecommunication/ICT.

c. Trust and Safety: Ensuring secure cyberspace, security and resilience through
telecommunication/ICT.

d. Digital Inclusion: Removing barriers to promote digital inclusiveness.

e. Sustainability: Broadening participation in the telecommunication/ICT sector and using ICTs
to adapt to climate change and mitigate its impact.

To align with these pillars, the APT Ministerial Meeting adopted the “Tokyo Statement” in May 2025,
which reaffirms the common commitment of APT Members to harness emerging technologies for
sustainable, inclusive, and equitable digital transformation, and outlines key areas of action under
these five Strategic Pillars.

ADF-22 will focus on these priority areas through thematic sessions that address recent national policy
developments, emerging technologies, and practical solutions to advance digital connectivity, digital
transformation, trust and safety, and sustainability in the region.

Firstly, in the area of Digital Connectivity, participants will explore national broadband policies and
infrastructure strategies aimed at delivering affordable, high-speed, and resilient connectivity. The
session will examine recent advancements in communication technologies — such as fiber optics, 5G,
and satellite communication — with particular attention to inclusive access models, infrastructure
sharing, and smart spectrum management. Emphasis will also be on scalable and localized solutions
designed to bridge the digital divide, especially in remote, rural, and underserved communities.

Secondly, under Digital Transformation, the Forum will explore both the technological and
institutional dimensions of digital advancement. It will examine how emerging technologies —
particularly artificial intelligence, including large language models, computer vision, and edge
inference — are being applied across sectors such as healthcare, education, agriculture, and public
services to enhance service efficiency and enable real-time decision-making. In parallel, the Forum
will consider how APT Member countries are promoting digital transformation through national
strategies, interoperable platforms, SME digital enablement, and user-centered service design.

Thirdly, in the area of Trust and Safety, discussions will focus on building secure, reliable, and resilient
digital ecosystems in the face of increasing cyber threats and societal risks. The session will explore
national and regional cybersecurity strategies, privacy protection measures, and regulatory approaches

ADF-22 Concept Note with Provisional Agenda and Tentative Programme Page 2 of 14



to counter online harms including misinformation and digital exploitation. It will also examine ethical
considerations in the use of emerging technologies and the importance of strengthening digital literacy
and trust in digital services.

Fourthly, under Digital Inclusion, the Forum will highlight efforts to ensure that anyone can participate
in and benefit from the digital economy and society. Particular attention will be given to youth and
young professionals, whose innovative ideas and energy can contribute to addressing regional
challenges through ICTs. This includes showcasing outcomes from the APT Young Professionals and
Students programme (APTYPS) that have been implemented so far in 2025 to demonstrate how
empowering youth and fostering innovation can help create a more inclusive and sustainable digital
future for the Asia-Pacific.

Fifthly, in support of Sustainability, the session will examine the role of ICTs in addressing
environmental challenges and fostering climate resilience. Key topics will include the deployment of
energy-efficient and low-emission network infrastructure, the application of digital technologies in
climate monitoring and disaster preparedness, and the integration of ICTs into green growth strategies.
Discussions will also cover policy and financing frameworks that support equitable, low-carbon, and
future-ready digital development in the Asia-Pacific region.

In addition, ADF-22 will also include presentations on the current status, outcomes and achievements
of various ICT pilot projects implemented by APT Members based on Extra-Budgetary Contributions
(EBCs) from People’s Republic of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea as specified in the ADF
Working Method.

2. Objectives

The overall objectives of the ADF-22 in 2025 approved by the MC-48 in November 2024 are:

1)  To provide a platform for governments, policymakers regulators, industry and all stakeholders
to discuss ways for telecommunication and ICT development within the region.

2) To address issues in increasing access to affordable, sustainable and resilient
telecommunications/ICTs and broadband infrastructure in unserved and underserved areas.

3) To address issues in fostering the development and adoption of new and emerging
telecommunications/ICTs.

4)  To address issues in harnessing the benefits of telecommunications/ICTs and enhancing
the use of telecommunications/ICTs as an enabler.

5)  To share the outcome and achievements of the International Collaborative Research and
the ICT Pilot Projects in rural areas, Project to facilitate ICT Application in the Asia-
Pacific, and Projects on Promoting the Use of ICT for Sustainable Development.

Based on the overall objectives, the specific objectives of ADF-22 are as follows:

o To explore practical strategies and policies that promote affordable, high-quality, and
inclusive connectivity across the Asia-Pacific region.

o To share insights on how emerging technologies—particularly artificial intelligence—are
being applied to enhance digital services, productivity, and decision-making.

o To examine institutional and policy frameworks that support national digital
transformation efforts, with a focus on interoperability, SME inclusion, and people-
centered design.
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o To highlight inclusion of all for digital society such as the implementation of the APT
Young Professionals and Students programme (APTYPS).

o To promote secure, trusted, and resilient digital ecosystems by addressing cybersecurity,
misinformation, and ethical risks from emerging technologies.

. To explore how ICTs contribute to environmental sustainability and climate resilience
through digital innovation, policy coordination, and regional cooperation.

o Report outcomes and achievements of APT projects via Extra-Budgetary Contributions (EBCs).

3. Expected Outcomes

The Forum is expected to generate the following outcomes:

o A deeper understanding of policy, regulatory, and investment approaches for advancing
inclusive, high-quality connectivity and digital infrastructure.

o Shared knowledge of how artificial intelligence and other digital technologies are
transforming services, industries, and institutions in the region.

o Greater clarity on national and regional strategies for digital transformation, including
actionable insights for SME enablement, platform development, and service innovation.

o Increased recognition of youth contributions through the APTYPS, reinforcing inclusive
and sustainable digital transformation.

o Strengthened cooperation among APT Members to address cross-border cybersecurity
risks, misinformation, and digital trust challenges.

o Enhanced dialogue on the role of ICTs in achieving sustainability goals, with examples of

digital applications that support environmental protection and disaster resilience.

4. Timing and Location

The ADF-22 will be held as a 3-day event from 14 to 16 October 2025. The venue of the ADF-22 will
be at Bangkok, Thailand, with a virtual/online participation function (Zoom).

5. Participation

AIl APT Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, International/Regional Organizations, and
Eligible Non-Members can participate in the ADF-22. Participants joining online will be provided
with an APT Zoom meeting link, meeting ID and password and to log on to the meeting URL at the
designated time and date.

6. Contact Persons

For any further information about ADF-22, please direct your inquiries to the following staffs of the
APT Secretariat:

Mr. Danho Kim, Programme Officer
Email: kdanho@apt.int
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Mr. Kornnop Jaroenwong, Project Assistant
Email: kornnop@apt.int

Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT)
12/49 Soi 5, Chaeng Watthana Road
Bangkok 10210, Thailand

Tel: + 66 2 573 0044

Fax: +66 2 573 7479

Email: aptict@apt.int
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Annex A

22nd APT Telecommunication/ICT Development Forum (ADF-22)

PROVISIONAL AGENDA
1.  Opening
2. Adoption of the Agenda
3. Nomination of the Chair of ADF (if any)
4. Outcomes of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity Ministerial Meeting 2025
5. Outcomes of the 48th Session of the Management Committee of the APT relevant to ADF

6.  Thematic Sessions:

¢ Ensuring Connectivity: National Broadband and Universal Digital Infrastructure Plan in
the Asia-Pacific

e Harnessing New and Emerging Technologies: Latest Trends and Real-World
Applications

¢ Driving Digital Transformation in Public and Private Sectors: Use Cases and Best
Practices

e Engaging in Digital Inclusion — Showcasing the APTYPS

e Trust, Security and Resilience in the Digital Age

7. 1CT Projects based on Extra Budgetary Contributions
e Introduction of Scheme of APT Project
e Outcomes and Achievements of the Projects financed by Extra Budgetary Contribution
(EBCs)
o Status, Outcomes, and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-C
o Status, Outcomes, and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-J
o Status, Outcomes, and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-K

8.  Way forward
9.  Date and Venue for ADF-23
10.  Any Other Matters

11. Closing
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Annex B

22nd APT Telecommunication/ICT Development Forum (ADF-22)

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

TIME
(UTC+7)

Day-1 Tuesday, 14 October 2025

09:30 - 10:00 [Registration
10:00 - 10:30 |Opening

PROGRAMME

e Welcome Remarks by Dr. Masanori Kondo, Secretary General of APT
e Opening Remarks by Chair of ADF

10:30 - 11:00  [Session 1: Plenary

Adoption of the Agenda
Nomination of the Chair of ADF (if any)
Outcomes of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity Ministerial Meeting 2025

Outcomes of the 48th Session of the Management Committee of the APT
Relevant to ADF

(Group Photograph)

11:00 - 11:30 Coffee / Tea Break

11:30 - 12:45 |Session 2: Ensuring Connectivity: National Broadband and Universal
Digital Infrastructure Plan in the Asia-Pacific

Affordable, reliable, and resilient connectivity is fundamental to facilitating
socio-economic development and closing the digital divide, particularly for
LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS, and remote communities. This session will bring
together policymakers, regulators, service providers, and development
stakeholders to explore how national broadband and universal service
strategies enabled by 5@, fibre, satellite, and community networks can
address coverage and affordability gaps across diverse geographies. It will
deal with models, regulatory frameworks, spectrum management, and cross-
border infrastructure that support last-mile connectivity and lower user costs.
The session also highlights possible solutions customised to landlocked and
small island members, alongside open-access, neutral-host, and IPv6-ready
networks that can sustain future digital services.

Moderator: TBD

Topics:
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TIME

(UTC+7) PROGRAMME

e Recent national broadband and universal access strategies, plans, and
policies from Members to drive inclusive connectivity

e Innovative infrastructure models and regulatory approaches to overcome
challenges in implementing national broadband and universal service
plans

e Use cases and national policies in designing spectrum and infrastructure
solutions for LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS, and remote areas to address unique
connectivity challenges

e Policy tools and regulatory measures to enable affordable access through
open-access, neutral-host, and IPv6-ready networks for future digital
services

e Regional collaboration, cross-border infrastructure, and spectrum
harmonisation to support seamless connectivity and digital inclusion
across the Asia-Pacific

e Q&A

Speakers:

e Member Administrations (particularly, fellowship participants who are
encouraged to provide recent updates on national broadband policy)

e International Organizations

e Industry Representatives

12:45 - 14:15 Lunch Break
14:15-15:30 |Session 3: Harnessing New and Emerging Technologies: Latest Trends and

Real-World Applications

As new and emerging technologies such as Al, cloud native 5G, edge
computing, [oT, quantum computing, Low-Earth Orbit (LEO) satellite and
open radio architectures continue to advance, the region faces a critical
opportunity to overcome outdated limitations and drive inclusive innovation.
This session will explore real world deployments and the socio-economic
benefits of these technologies, from Al powered precision agriculture to smart
port logistics and open RAN initiatives that expand rural connectivity. It will
also highlight the role of quantum computing in strengthening secure
communications, enhancing data analysis, and supporting scientific progress.
In addition, the session will address the policy, regulatory, and ecosystem
requirements, including open standards, skills development, and trusted Al
implementation, that are essential to ensure these technologies are accessible,
secure, and beneficial for all.

Moderator: TBD

Topics:
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TIME

(UTC+7) PROGRAMME

e Al quantum technologies, and other emerging digital innovations for
enhancing secure communications, public services, and socio-economic
development

e Converged cloud, edge, 5G, LEO satellite and Open RAN technologies
to support smart infrastructure, scalable connectivity, and large-scale loT
deployment

e Trusted, secure, and future-proof digital infrastructure for inclusive,
resilient, and sustainable connectivity

e Supply chain diversification and local ecosystem development to
advance network resilience and affordable connectivity solutions

e Policy, regulatory, and multi-stakeholder approaches to foster
responsible innovation, regional cooperation, and digital skills
development

e Q&A

Speakers:

e Member Administrations

e International Organizations

e Industry Representatives

15:30 - 16:00 Coffee / Tea Break
16:00 - 17:15 |Session 4: Driving Digital Transformation in Public and Private Sectors:

Use Cases and Best Practices

Effective digital transformation requires more than technology — it demands
visionary policies, multi-stakeholder collaboration, and people-centric
approaches. This session will present successful cases of fully digitized public
services and national digital policies, interoperable platforms, SME
enablement, cross-sector data sharing and human-centred service design to
accelerate digital transformation and bridge digital divides. Speakers will share
practical lessons on scaling pilots to national programs, fostering innovation
ecosystems, and ensuring that digital transformation benefits SMEs and
entrepreneurs, and all segments of society, particularly empowering women
and girls, children and youth, older persons, persons with disabilities, rural
communities and people in vulnerable situations.

Moderator: TBD

Topics:
e Best practices and use cases for developing interoperable national digital
platforms and seamless, citizen-centric public services
e Practical approaches to empowering SMEs and entrepreneurs through
digital tools, digital marketplaces, and inclusive financial services
e (ross-sector data-sharing and governance frameworks to enable
innovation, enhance service delivery, and build digital trust
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(UTC+7)

PROGRAMME

e Inclusive and human-centred design of digital services to ensure
accessibility, gender responsiveness, and equitable benefits for all

e Lessons learned and challenges addressed in scaling initiatives to
national programs and fostering innovation ecosystems for sustainable
digital transformation.

e Q&A

Speakers:
e Member Administrations
e International Organizations
e Industry Representatives

Day -2

Wednesday, 15 October 2025

09:00 - 09:30

Session S: Introduction of APT Projects

The session intends to introduce the process of formulating the APT Projects
with the mobilization of Extra-Budgetary Contributions (EBCs). It would
facilitate the understanding of APT Projects in submitting proposals.

Topics:
e Types of APT Hands-on Assistance including APT Projects
e Background work for APT Secretariat to formulate the APT Projects
e Processes of APT Projects, including calling for proposals, screening and
selection, and projects execution and reporting
e Points to consider in drafting and submitting proposals
e Q&A

Speaker:
e Dr. Jongbong Park (Director, Project Development, APT)

09:30 - 10:45

Session 6: Outcomes and Achievements of the Projects financed by Extra
Budgetary Contributions (EBCs)

The session introduces the outcomes and achievements of the APT projects
via Extra-Budgetary Contributions (EBCs). Each presentation outlines the
needs, requirements, and basic problem statement of the project. It then
provides achievement as the solution including the challenges in the project
and concludes with the recommendation for the beneficiary country.

Particularly, it features examples of connectivity project in challenging
geographical conditions with applications to serve the people in the area.

Moderator: TBD

Topic:
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(UTC+7)

PROGRAMME

e Current status, Outcomes, and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-J

Speakers:
e Experts or Participants of beneficiary APT Members Related to EBC-J

10:45 - 11:15

Coffee / Tea Break

11:15-12:30

Session 7 — Outcomes and Achievements of the Projects via Extra
Budgetary Contributions (EBCs)

The session introduces the outcomes and achievements of the APT projects
via Extra-Budgetary Contributions (EBCs). Each presentation outlines the
needs, requirements, and basic problem statement of the project. It then
provides achievement as the solution including the challenges in the project
and concludes with the recommendation for the beneficiary country.

Projects in this session provide examples of ICT applications can contribute
to different sectors.

Moderator: Mr. Morimoto Yasuhito, Programme Officer, APT

Topics:
e Current status, Outcomes, and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-J

Speakers:
e Experts or Participants of beneficiary APT Members Related to EBC-J

12:30 - 14:00

Lunch Break

14:00 - 15:15

Session 8: Outcomes and Achievements of the Projects via Extra Budgetary
Contributions (EBCs)

The session introduces the outcomes and achievements of the APT projects
via Extra-Budgetary Contributions from the Republic of Korea (EBC-K).
Each presentation outlines the needs, requirements, and basic problem
statement of the project. It then provides achievement as the solution
including the challenges in the project and concludes with the
recommendation for the beneficiary country.

Moderator: Mr. Danho Kim, Programme Ofticer, APT
Topics:

e Current status, Outcomes, and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-K

Speakers:
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(UTC+7)

PROGRAMME

e Experts or Participants of beneficiary APT Members Related to EBC-K

15:15 - 15:45

Coffee / Tea Break

15:45 -17:00

Session 9: Outcomes and Achievements of the Projects via Extra-Budgetary
Contributions (EBCs)

This session introduces three ICT Application projects funded by Extra-
Budgetary Contributions from China (EBC-C) which were implemented last
year. Experts who participated in each project will explain the current
situation of the project, and Q&A and discussions will be held with the
participants of the beneficiary countries.

Moderator: Mr. Shosei Hara, Programme Officer, APT

Topics:
e Current status, Outcomes, and Achievements from the Projects of EBC-C

Speakers:
o Experts or Participants of beneficiary APT Members Related to EBC-C

Day -3

Thursday, 16 October 2025

09:00 - 10:15

Session 10: Engaging in Digital Inclusion — Showcasing the APTYPS

Digital inclusion is a cornerstone of APT’s work, ensuring that all segments
of society—including women and girls, children and youth, older persons,
persons with disabilities, rural and remote communities, and people in
vulnerable situations—can equally participate in and benefit from the digital
transformation. This session will highlight efforts across the region to
promote inclusive access and opportunities, with particular emphasis on
youth and young professionals whose innovative ideas and energy
contribute to addressing regional challenges through ICTs. The
achievements of the APT Young Professionals and Students Programme
(APTYPS), including but not limited to the Tech4Change initiative in
Australia, will be showcased as practical examples of how empowering
youth and fostering innovation can help build a more inclusive and
sustainable digital future for the Asia-Pacific.

Moderator: TBD

Topics:

e Qutcomes and lessons learned from the APT Young Professionals and
Students programme (APTYPS), including the Tech4Change initiative in
Australia

e Innovative ICT solutions developed by youth to address regional and
community challenges
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(UTC+7) PROGRAMME

e Encouraging new problem statements and fostering partnerships that
enable youth-driven solutions.

e Engaging governments, industry, and academia to support youth
participation, innovation, and entrepreneurship.

e Inspiring the next generation to contribute to the APT’s vision of an
inclusive and sustainable digital future

e Q&A

Speakers: TBD

e Member Administrations

e International Organizations

e Industry Representatives

10:15 - 10:45 Coffee / Tea Break

10:45 - 12:00 |Session 11: Trust, Security and Resilience in the Digital Age

As digital ecosystems continue to grow, both cyber threats and
environmental risks are increasing in scale and complexity. Trust, security,
and resilience are therefore essential foundations for a sustainable digital
future. This session will examine how governments, industry, academia and
civil society can work together to build secure and trustworthy digital
ecosystems, while also ensuring that ICT infrastructure and services remain
resilient in the face of disasters and climate change. It will highlight national
and regional strategies, case studies, and collaborative approaches that
address both cyber risks and environmental disruptions.

Moderator: TBD

Topics:

e National cybersecurity strategies, critical infrastructure protection, and
incident response frameworks

e Privacy protection, data governance, and regulatory approaches to build
cross-border trust

e Enhancing supply chain security and resilience against emerging cyber
threats

e [CT applications for disaster preparedness and emergency response,
including early-warning systems and rapid-deployment connectivity

e Designing climate-resilient networks and adopting green ICT strategies
to reduce environmental impact

e Q&A

Speakers: TBD
e Member Administrations
e International Organizations
e Industry Representatives
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(UTC+7) PROGRAMME
12:00 - 12:10 Intermission for logistic arrangement
12:10 - 12:40 [Session 12: Plenary

Consideration of the Output Documents (if any)
Way forward

Date and Venue for ADF-23

Any other matters

Closing

e Remarks by Secretary General of the APT
e Remarks and Closing by Chair of ADF
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