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18th APT Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP-18)
Suva, Fiji (Hybrid), 5 - 6 August 2025


CONCEPT NOTE


1. Background/Context

The Pacific region is made up of remote and widely dispersed islands, making ICT essential for connectivity and development. Since traditional infrastructure is often limited, ICT helps bridge geographical barriers by enabling digital services and reliable communication in isolated areas. Investments in digital infrastructure, such as mobile networks and satellites, play a crucial role in ensuring seamless connectivity across the region. Beyond connectivity, ICT also drives economic growth by supporting e-commerce, remote work, and digital financial services, allowing businesses and individuals to thrive in the digital economy. Another key benefit of ICT is its role in disaster management, where early warning systems and emergency communication networks help communities prepare for and respond to natural disasters more effectively. By investing in ICT, Pacific countries can strengthen their digital economy, improve quality of life, and build a more resilient and inclusive future. Ultimately, ICT is not just a tool for communication—it is a powerful enabler of sustainable development and prosperity across the Pacific region.

The APT Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP) serves as a subregional platform dedicated to this purpose. It has emerged as a key forum for addressing common challenges related to telecommunications and ICT development among Pacific nations. Aligned with APT’s strategic plan, PRFP meetings are designed to offer practical support and valuable insights into policy and regulatory matters, with a particular focus on the unique concerns of Pacific members.

This year’s PRFP meeting will support the effective implementation of the “Lagatoi Declaration” adopted at the 4th Pacific ICT Ministerial Meeting in 2023 and its Action Plan in the roundtable session. Additionally, it will include the Satellite Workshop in collaboration with the Global Satellite Operators Association (GSOA), which will provide policy and regulatory stakeholders with insights into global trends, regulatory frameworks and practical approaches by providing a comprehensive overview of best practices in satellite licensing and supporting discussions on new satellite service technologies that foster innovation and connectivity.

Besides these sessions, the meeting features various thematic sessions on ‘Navigating 5G Deployment in the Pacific: Challenges, Strategies, and Opportunities’, ‘Building a Sustainable Connectivity Model for the Pacific-the Vanuatu and Fiji Initiatives’, ‘Resiliency in the Submarine Cable Connectivity in the Pacific’. These sessions are expected to offer a more practical and effective venue for in-depth discourse, thereby contributing to the formulation of policies that are appropriately aligned with the distinct policy contexts of Pacific countries.

PRFP-18 will also feature a keynote presentation on the APT Frequency Information System (AFIS), which serves as a vital tool for spectrum data sharing, frequency coordination and regulatory harmonisation among APT members. During this session, experts will discuss best practices in spectrum coordination, challenges in spectrum sharing, and ways to enhance AFIS for future needs.


2. Objectives 

The specific objectives for PRFP-18 are to:

· Provide updates on recent developments and challenges in digital infrastructure, including relevant policy and regulatory considerations.
· Review the Ministerial Declaration and its Action Plan and discuss its effective implementation.
· Share best practices in satellite services, update information on the latest satellite technologies, and discuss ways to build an efficient digital infrastructure.
· Explore measures to achieve digital inclusion through digital capacity building and skills development for all citizens, including vulnerable group. 
· Share updates on disaster management technologies and initiatives, highlighting best practices in preparedness, mitigation, and recovery efforts.

3. Expected outcomes

The meeting will be conducted as a hybrid meeting. The provisional agenda and tentative programme of the PRFP-18 are enclosed herewith and annexed to the concept note (See Annex A and B for more information).

Specific outcomes include but not limited to:
· Highlight key policy and regulatory issues affecting Pacific countries. 
· Build consensus on regional challenges by sharing progress on the implementation of the Lagatoi Declaration and Action Plan, as well as information on barriers to implementation.
· Enhance policymakers’ and regulators’ understanding of emerging telecommunications and ICT developments, including satellite services.
· Deepen insights and identified obstacles encountered by policymakers and regulators in areas such as 5G deployment, digital infrastructure and connectivity and resilient submarine cable management.
· 

4. Timing 

The hybrid meeting of the PRFP-18 will be a 2-day event from 5 - 6 August 2025. The meeting will be organised in person in Suva, Fiji and via Zoom meeting platform from 9:00 AM – 17:00 PM (UTC+12). 


5. Participation

All APT Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, International/Regional Organizations, and eligible non-members can participate in the PRFP-18. 
 
Online participants will be provided with Zoom meeting link, meeting ID and password. Online participants shall log on to the meeting URL at the designated time and date. In order to have proper audio experience during the meeting, participants should be equipped with headset containing speakers and microphone. Please follow the guidelines in attending online meeting provided in an Introduction to APT Zoom meeting document. 


6. Contact persons:

	APT Secretariat
	Local Secretariat

	
Ms. Sun Kyung Choi 
Programme Officer

Ms. Mallika Kearasarn
Programme Secretary 

Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT)
12/49 Soi 5, Chaeng Watthana Road
Bangkok 10210, Thailand
Tel: + 66 2 573 0044 (ext.115/116)
Fax: +66 2 573 7479
E-mail : aptpolicy@apt.int  
	





Annex A 

18th APT Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP-18)

PROVISIONAL AGENDA


1. Opening

2. Adoption of the Agenda

3. Outcomes of the APT Ministerial Meeting

4. Outcomes of the 48th Session of the Management Committee of the APT relevant to PRFP  

5. Progress Report of Working Group on Regional Engagement

6. Roundtable on Updates of Policy and Regulation in the Pacific

7. Proposals from APT members (if any)

8. Thematic Sessions:
a. Satellite Workshop in collaboration with GSOA
· Best Practices of Satellite Licensing
· Regulatory Enablers of New Satellite Service Technologies: Supporting Innovation and Connectivity 
· Regulators and Industry Panel: Bridging Policy and Innovation for the Future of Satellite Services
b. Navigating 5G Deployment in the Pacific: Challenges, Strategies, and Opportunities 
c. (Keynote presentation) Enhancing Spectrum Management and Coordination in the Asia-Pacific: APT Frequency Information System (AFIS)
d. Building a Sustainable Connectivity Model for the Pacific- The Vanuatu  and Fiji Initiatives
e. Resiliency in the Submarine Cable Connectivity in the Pacific


9. Date and Venue for PRFP-19

10. Any other matters

11. Closing


Annex B

18th APT Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP-18)
Suva, Fiji (Hybrid), 5-6 August 2025


Tentative Programme

	[bookmark: _Hlk104893317]TIME
	PROGRAMME

	Day  1
(UTC +12)
	Tuesday, 5 August 2025

	08:00 - 09:00
	Registration

	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening  
 
· Welcome Remarks – Mr. Masanori Kondo, Secretary General, APT 
· Opening Remarks - Ms. Tupou'tuah Baravilala, Chair of PRFP Opening Host Country Remarks – Hon Manoa Kamikamica, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and Communications (TBC) 
· Inaugural Address – A representative of Host Administration 
· Presentation of token of appreciation 
(Group Photograph) 


	09:30 – 10:00
	Coffee / Tea Break

	10:00 – 10:30 
	Session 1 – Plenary 
 
· [bookmark: _Hlk194692211]Adoption of Agenda 
· Outcomes of the APT Ministerial Meeting 
· Outcomes of the 48th Session of the Management Committee of the APT relevant to PRFP  
· Progress Report of Working Group on Regional Engagement 
· Proposals from APT members, if any
· Any other matters 


	
	Intermission

	10:30 – 12:00 
	Session 2: Roundtable on Updates of Policy & Regulation in the Pacific  

Pacific ICT Ministers adopted the Lagatoi Declaration in Port Moresby, Papua New Gunia in 2023, outlining a shared vision for digital transformation, enhanced connectivity, and sustainable development across the Pacific region. Following this, Senior Officials endorsed action plans to translate commitments into tangible outcomes.
This roundtable provides an opportunity for Pacific Island Members to share updates on their progress in implementing the Declaration, discuss challenges faced, and explore regional cooperation strategies. The session will facilitate peer learning, knowledge exchange, and collaboration to accelerate digital inclusion, resilient infrastructure, and regulatory best practices in the Pacific.
The session intends to provide its findings to the Senior Officials Meeting and subsequently to the Pacific ICT Ministerial Meeting which will be held afterwards

Moderator: (tbd)

Topics : 
· National Policy and Regulatory Updates 
· Challenges faced during the implementation of the Declaration
· Regional Collaboration and Next Steps 

Speakers:
· APT Members in the Pacific 


	12:00 – 13:30 
	Lunch Break

	13:30 – 14:30
	[Satellite Workshop in collaboration with GSOA] 

Session 3: Best Practices of Satellite Licensing 

The Global Satellite Operators Association (GSOA) presents a comprehensive overview of best practices in satellite licensing, aiming to support policymakers and regulators in the APT region. This session will provide insights into global trends, regulatory frameworks, and practical approaches that enhance spectrum access, streamline authorization processes, and foster an enabling environment for satellite communications.
It will be gained the perspectives from industry experts on how regulatory best practices can accelerate innovation, bridge the digital divide, and enhance connectivity. The session will also feature case studies and interactive discussions to facilitate knowledge-sharing among APT members.

Speaker: Representatives of GSOA 

Topics: 

· Principles of Effective Satellite Licensing
· Spectrum Access and Coordination Best Practices
· Streamlining Licensing Processes
· Harmonization of Regulations Across the APT Region
· Emerging Trends and Future Considerations
· Q&A


	14:30 - 15:30
	[Satellite Workshop in collaboration with GSOA] 
[bookmark: _Hlk194692497]
 Session 4: Regulatory Enablers of New Satellite Service Technologies: Supporting Innovation and Connectivity

The rapid evolution of satellite technology—from Non-Geostationary Orbit (NGSO) constellations to software-defined satellites and multi-orbit networks—is transforming global connectivity. To fully realize the benefits of these innovations, modern and flexible regulatory frameworks are essential.
This session will explore key regulatory enablers that facilitate the deployment and operation of next-generation satellite services, ensuring efficient spectrum use, seamless integration with terrestrial networks, and sustainable growth of the satellite sector. Experts from industry, regulatory bodies, and international organizations will share insights on how policymakers can support innovation while maintaining a stable and interference-free space environment.

Moderator: (tbd)

Topics: 
· Evolution of Satellite Technologies and Market Trends
· Spectrum and Licensing Frameworks for New Satellite Services
· Facilitating Flexible and Technology-Neutral Regulations
· Sustainability and Space Traffic Management (STM)
· Enabling Cross-Border and Regional Collaboration
· Q&A

Panelists:
· APT Members in the Pacific 
· APT Affiliate Members 
· International Organizations


	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee / Tea Break 

	15:45 – 17:15
	[Satellite Workshop in collaboration with GSOA] 

[bookmark: _Hlk194692545]Session 5: Regulators and Industry Panel: Bridging Policy and Innovation for the Future of Satellite Services

The satellite industry is evolving rapidly, with new technologies, increased connectivity demands, and changing regulatory landscapes. To ensure sustainable growth and seamless deployment of satellite services, collaboration between regulators and industry is crucial.
This panel discussion brings together regulatory authorities and industry leaders to explore key policy and market trends shaping the future of satellite communications. Panelists will discuss how regulatory frameworks can balance innovation, competition, and public interest while addressing challenges such as spectrum access, licensing efficiency, and integration with terrestrial networks.
The session will offer an interactive platform for policymakers and industry representatives to exchange views, share best practices, and explore solutions for enabling a harmonized and future-ready satellite ecosystem in the APT region.

Moderator: (tbd)

Topics: 
· The Future of Satellite Communications: Industry and Regulatory Perspectives
· Spectrum and Licensing Challenges in the Asia-Pacific Region
· Regulatory Flexibility vs. Market Certainty: Finding the Right Balance
· Satellite-Terrestrial Integration: Opportunities and Challenges
· Interactive Discussion: Q&A and Key Takeaways 

Panelists:
· APT Members in the Pacific 
· APT Affiliate Members 
· International Organizations

	17:15 – 18:00
	Networking Session 

	18:00 - 
	Dinner Reception (TBD)

	Day  2
	Wednesday, 6 August 2025

	9:00 – 10:15
	Session 6:   Navigating 5G Deployment in the Pacific: Challenges, Strategies, and Opportunities
 
The deployment of 5G networks in the Pacific region presents unique opportunities and challenges, from infrastructure development and regulatory frameworks to spectrum allocation and investment requirements. This session will bring together policymakers and regulators to discuss the readiness of Pacific nations for 5G, share insights on key obstacles, and explore strategic approaches to enable a successful rollout. It intends to facilitate the discussions on policy harmonization, innovative financing, and collaboration models tailored to the region’s unique geographical and economic landscape.

Moderator: (tbd)

Keynote presentation: A representative of GSMA (tbd) 

Topics : 
· Current Readiness and Challenges of 5G deployment 
· Regulatory and Policy Frameworks
· Investment and Financing Models
· Possible Use Cases and Socioeconomic Benefits in the Pacific
· Collaboration and Future Roadmap 

Speakers:
· APT Members in the Pacific

	10:15 – 10:45
	Coffee/Tea Break

	10:45 – 11:15 
	Session 7:   (Keynote presentation) Enhancing Spectrum Management and Coordination in the Asia-Pacific - APT Frequency Information System (AFIS)

Efficient spectrum management is critical for enabling seamless connectivity, digital transformation, and emerging technologies across the Asia-Pacific region. The APT Frequency Information System (AFIS) serves as a vital tool for spectrum data sharing, frequency coordination, and regulatory harmonization among APT members.
This session will provide an overview of AFIS, its functionalities, and how it supports regulators, industry stakeholders, and policymakers in making informed spectrum management decisions. Experts will discuss best practices for spectrum coordination, challenges in spectrum sharing, and ways to enhance AFIS for future needs.

Speaker:
APT Secretariat

	
	Intermission 

	11:15 – 12:30
	[bookmark: _Hlk18583329]Session 8:   Building a Sustainable Connectivity Model for the Pacific – 
The Vanuatu and Fiji Initiatives

Ensuring affordable, reliable, and sustainable digital connectivity in remote and island communities remains a key challenge in the Pacific. Vanuatu and key stakeholders are developing a model for sustainable connectivity solutions by fostering multi-stakeholder engagement in running a Connectivity Centre. In addition, Fiji’s “Connecting the Unconnected” initiative is being implemented to improve access to online e-government services and to support digital inclusion in unserved communities.. 

This session will explore how public-private partnerships, innovative business models, and community-driven approaches can create long-term, scalable connectivity solutions. Participants will gain insights into the Vanuatu and Fiji initiatives, discuss lessons learned, and explore opportunities for expanding this model across the Pacific.

Moderator: (tbd)

Topics: 
· Overview of the Vanuatu and Fiji Models 
· Sustainable Business Models for Community Connectivity (Vanuatu) and Fiji’s “Connecting the Unconnected” initiative 
· Technology Solutions for Last-Mile Connectivity
· Community Involvement and Capacity Building
· Scalability and Replicability in the Pacific Region
· Open Discussion: Scaling Sustainable Connectivity Solutions

Speakers:
· A Representative from Vanuatu (tbc)
· A Representative from Fiji (tbc)


	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00 – 15:15
	[bookmark: _Hlk18583361]Session 9:   Resileincy in the Submarine Cable Connectivity in the Pacific

Submarine cables serve as the backbone of global and regional connectivity, enabling high-speed internet and digital services across the Pacific. However, geographic isolation, environmental risks, regulatory hurdles, and high deployment costs pose significant challenges to ensuring resilient and secure subsea cable infrastructure in the region.

This session will bring together industry experts, policymakers, and regional stakeholders to discuss the current state of submarine cable networks, regulatory frameworks, security concerns, and strategies for improving resilience. Participants will gain insights into emerging technologies, investment models, and best practices for ensuring affordable, secure, and sustainable subsea connectivity.

Moderator: (tbd)

Topics : 
· State of Submarine Cable Networks in the Pacific
· Regulatory and Policy Challenges in Subsea Cable Deployment
· Cable Security, Resilience, and Redundancy Strategies
· Financing and Investment Models for Sustainable Subsea Connectivity
· Case Studies and Lessons Learned Open Discussion: Strengthening the Future of Pacific Submarine Cables
Speakers:
· Member Administrations
· Industry Representatives


	15:15 – 15:45
	Coffee / Tea Break

	15:45 – 16:15
	Session 10:  Plenary and Closing 
 Topics:  
· Way Forward (Future Outlook) 
· Date and Venue of PRFP-19 
· Any other matters  
 
Closing 
· Remarks by Secretary General, APT 
· Remarks by Host (TBD) 
· Remarks and closing by Chair of PRFP 



	16:15 –  
	Networking Session
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