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INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS
Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) will organize the 17th APT Policy and Regulation Forum for Pacific (PRFP-17) from 3 to 5 September 2024 in Nuku’alofa, Tonga. The forum will be hosted by the Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change, Communications and CERT, Tonga and supported by the generous contributions from Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts, Australia and Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Japan. 

1. VENUE
The PRFP-17 will be held at Tailulu College Multipurpose hall. The contact details are as follows:

Address: Tailulu College Multipurpose hall

                Havelu

                Tongatapu

Phone no: +6767723896

E-mail: masilivenusi14@gm
2. PARTICIPATION
All APT Members, Associate Members, and Affiliate Members may participate in the forum. The Organizations which have a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the APT or other relevant international or regional organizations may send representatives to attend the forum.

For Members, Associate Members, and International/Regional Organizations, it is kindly requested to send the official list of members in your delegation.
Participation of Non-Members: Non-APT members may be invited to participate in the activities of the forum as Guests at the discretion of the Chair of the PRFP and the Secretary-General in consultation with the relevant Member administration as appropriate. 
Other non-APT members may participate as observers with the payment of the participation fee (amounting to USD 250) subject to consultation between the Secretary-General and the relevant Member Administrations, as appropriate.
Since the number of physical attendances influences some preparations for the meeting venue and other arrangements, your administration/organization is kindly requested to register delegates for physical attendance preferably by the date specified in the following section. 
Virtual participation will be arranged by using the Zoom meeting platform. Detailed information for virtual participation will be sent to the registered delegates who wish to attend virtually.  
3. REGISTRATION
For both physical and virtual/online attendance of PRFP-17, registration can be done online at https://www.apt.int/content/online-registration, preferably by 13 August 2024 for making necessary arrangements. Please indicate in the registration form whether your delegate will attend in person or virtually. Only the registered participants are entitled to join the forum. APT Secretariat will provide detailed information to the registered participants prior to the forum. 
4. HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
The Lagoon Lodge is recommended for all participants to stay during the forum. All participants are required to make room reservations directly with the hotel except for the participants under the APT fellowship.

	Name of the hotel/Contact person
	Room Type
	Room Rate per night

	Lagoon Lodge
Contact person
Allan Schaumkel – akschaumkel@gmail.com

Naitilima Tupou – naitilima@gmail.com
	Single rooms
	USD $200 /night

	
	1 Bedroom Apartments
	USD $300 /night


· The Room Rates are inclusive of an international buffet breakfast and Wi-Fi in room 

· Rates are inclusive of service charge and tax per room per night 

Due to the limited availability of rooms, the APT Secretariat may not be able to guarantee hotel reservations and special rates.  Therefore, please make your hotel reservation directly with the hotel as early as possible.
The following hotel are alternative hotel for participants to stay during the forum.  Please contact the hotel directly for rates and reservations:
	Name of the hotel/Contact person
	Room Type
	Room Rate per night

	Kupesi Tonga Hotel

Contact person
Kukuvalu Mataele

Email address – kupesi.tonga.hotel@gmail.com
Phone number - +6767233122


	Standard rooms
	TOP $230 /night

	
	King Deluxe
	TOP $280 /night


5. TRANSPORTATION FROM THE AIRPORT TO THE HOTEL
The host country will provide complimentary airport transfer for all delegates.  Those who may need this assistance are encouraged to send the request with flight itinerary to Ms. Veahepi Lilo e-mail address: vlilo@mic.gov.to by 23 August 2024 so that adequate arrangements can be made.

6. MEETING WEBSITE, MEETING DOCUMENTS AND CONTRIBUTION   GUIDELINE
Related information about the meeting and provisional meeting documents will be available at the APT Website at: https://apt.int/Meeting/2024-PRFP17. 
Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, and International/Regional Organizations who wish to submit contribution(s) on the agenda items should prepare the contribution(s) in Microsoft Word and/or PowerPoint, English Version, and send it to aptpolicy@apt.int. The deadline for submission of the contribution(s) is 27 August 2024.  

7. WIRELESS LAN
Internet Access over a wireless network will be available during the meeting. Physical participants who wish to utilize the wireless facilities are kindly requested to bring their own laptop computers with Wi-Fi capability.
8. VISA AND IMMIGRATION INFORMATION
If you require a visa supporting letter, please contact the local Secretariat below together with a Copy of your passport (photograph page). Advance submission is highly recommended.

Ms. Veahepi Lilo
Department of Communications 
Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change, Communications & CERT Tonga (MEIDECCC)

Phone: +676 20135
Email: vlilo@mic.gov.to
VISA WAIVER COUNTRIES Conditions for Visa Waiver Entries to Tonga.
A valid return ticket out of the Kingdom to a country which s/he shall be able to enter.  

Nationals from countries NOT listed below. If a non-Tongan passport holder is a citizen from a country NOT listed below, s/he requires a letter of authority allowing him/her to travel to Tonga and apply on arrival in the Kingdom for a visitor’s visa. The following countries are NOT required to apply for a visa to enter Tonga. They will be issued upon arrival with a visitor’s visa for 31 days, free of charge and this can be extended for up to six months.  

        COUNTRIES NOT REQUIRING VISA

- Australia, Austria





- Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria

          - Canada, Cook Islands, Cyprus, Czech Republic




     - Denmark, Dominica





     - Estonia






     - Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Finland, France




- Germany, Greece






     - Hong Kong, Hungary





     - Ireland, Israel, Italy


- Japan, Kiribati, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg


- Macau, Malaysia, Malta, Marshall Island, Monaco






     - Nauru, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niue (Holders of New Zealand Passport), Norway

     - Palau, Papua New Guinea, People’s Republic of China, Poland, Portugal

     - Romania, Russian Federation

     - Samoa, Seychelles, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Island, South Korea
        (Republic of Korea), Spain, St Kitts & Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent & The
        Grenadines, Sweden, Switzerland

     - Tahiti (French Passport Holders), Tokelau (Holders of NZ Passports), Turkey, 
        Tuvalu

     - Ukraine, United Kingdom – Great Britain & Northern Ireland, United States of 

        America

     - Vanuatu

     - Wallis & Futuna (French Passport Holders)

The following countries are allowed to obtain visas on arrival, provided that the visitor holds a valid passport for a period of at least 6 months, and a return ticket out of Tonga.  The visa is free of charge for a period of one month.

· All Pacific Island countries

· All Western European countries

· United States of America

· Australia

· New Zealand

If you need further assistance on the immigration please contact Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Immigration Division by email: tongapermit@gmail.com or by phone at +67626969 / +67626970   or

Ms. Telesia Kaitapu

Director for Immigration 

Tonga Immigration Department

Tel: +676 26970/26969

Email:  fatai.fakava@gmail.com; fataifakava@gmail.com
9. INSURANCE
APT will not be able to bear any cost of medical or travel insurance for the participant including any measures for Covid-19. APT requests Administrations/Organizations to kindly make necessary arrangements for medical, travel insurance, and others covering the whole period of the event and overseas travel for the participant.
10. CODE OF CONDUCT

The Code of Conduct requires that all participants in connection with APT meetings or events, whether virtual, hybrid or physical, must observe professional, respectful and responsible conduct at all times, bearing in mind zero tolerance on discrimination or intimidation against cultural, ethnic, religious and gender differences to facilitate a safe and inclusive environment.
More details on APT Code of Conduct are available at: 
https://apt.int/sites/default/files/file_tag/2023/11/APT-Code-of-Conduct.pdf 
11. PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
(more details on www.tongatourism.travel)
About Tonga: Tonga is located to the west of the International Dateline (South-East of Fiji and South of Samoa), Tonga is the first Pacific nation to greet the new day. Tonga’s main capital is Nuku’alofa, 21km North-West from the Fua’amotu international airport. Despite embracing many elements of the contemporary world, Tongans still proudly retain their authentic culture and traditions.  Couple this with a Polynesian Monarchy that dates back many centuries and you have a country that remains as close to the ‘true’ Polynesia as you’re likely to find.
Weather: Tonga’s climate is warm, tropical and welcoming. Temperatures are warm all year round and can get hot in the summer, but seldom reach above 35°C (95°F).  In general, the winter temperatures (April to September) are only slightly cooler than summer temperatures (November to February). The cool, dry season is from May to November with temperatures ranging between 17 – 22 degrees Celsius.
Language: English is the official language in Tonga.
Time Zone: The local time zone is named Pacific/Tongatapu with an UTC offset of 13 hours.
Banks & Currency: The Tongan dollar is Pa’anga (TOP) and comes in $1=US$2, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 dollar denominations. Most major credit cards are accepted in Tonga and there are over 200 EFTPOS outlets, however it is recommended that you always have cash on you as there are a number of outlets that don’t have electronic facilities and accept cash only.
Electricity: In Tonga the standard voltage is 240V using plugs common to Australia and New Zealand. An adapter/converter is necessary, unless the item has a multi-voltage option. 
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12. CONTACT INFORMATION
	APT Secretariat

Asia-Pacific Telecommunity

12/49 Soi 5, Chaeng Watthana Road

Bangkok 10210, Thailand

Tel: + 66 2 573 0044 

Fax: +66 2 573 7479

E-mail: aptpolicy@apt.int
	Local Secretariat
Ms. Veahepi Lilo
Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change, Communications & CERT Tonga
Email: vlilo@mic.gov.to
Tel: +6767749417
Alternatively
Mr. Stan ‘Ahio

Acting Director and Chief Engineer

Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change, Communications & CERT Tonga

Email: sahio@mic.gov.to
Tel: +6767706828
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