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SATRC Workshop on Recent Trends and Technologies
30 September – 2 October 2024, 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran


CONCEPT NOTE 

1. Background
The 24th Meeting of the South Asian Telecommunication Regulators’ Council (SATRC-24) from 3 to 5 October 2023 approved the SATRC Action Plan Phase IX for the implementation period of 2024-2025. SATRC Action Plan consists of four basic activities: working groups, capacity building, web portal and web dialogue. SATRC Workshops are held as part of activities under capacity building with the objective of developing the capacity of human resources of the regulators of SATRC Members.  

2. Objectives 
[bookmark: _Hlk506195623]The SATRC Workshop on Recent Trends and Technologies will be held as part of implementation of SATRC Action Plan Phase IX. The emphasis of the Workshop will be on recent trends and technologies for supporting the digital transformation of the economy and society in the SATRC Member countries. The objective of the workshop will be to give an in-depth analysis on various trends in innovation and technologies for fostering the growth of economy and society including technical details, policy and regulatory aspects and other aspects. A number of eminent experts and speakers will be invited to conduct the workshop.  

3. Expected Participation
[bookmark: _Int_DeHRrfOV]The SATRC Workshop on Recent Trends and Technologies will be targeted for senior and mid-level officers of the SATRC Members involved in the work of related areas. It is expected that the experts of the SATRC Working Groups will also attend the workshop. Further, relevant experts from industry are also welcomed to participate in the workshop.

4. Expected outcomes
· Enhanced understanding of the SATRC Members on recent trends in innovation and technologies for digital transformation and their future implications in the policy and regulation 
· Enhanced cooperation among SATRC Members to address the challenging issues related to those in a collective manner 
· Discussion will provide guidelines to SATRC Working Groups to develop tangible outcomes on the work items during the implementation of SATRC Plan Phase IX. 

5. Timing and location
The SATRC Workshop on Recent Trends and Technologies will be held from 30 September to 2 October 2024 in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran. It will be hosted by Communications Regulatory Authority (CRA) of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Details are provided in the Information for Participants. 


6. Contact
	APT Secretariat

	Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT)
12/49 Soi 5, Chaeng Watthana Road
Bangkok 10210, Thailand
Email: aptsatrc@apt.int 




7. Tentative Draft Programme 
The tentative programme of SATRC Workshop on Recent Trend and Technologies is provided in Annex A.

Annex A 
Tentative Draft Programme

SATRC Workshop on Recent Trends and Technologies 

	Time
	Monday, 30 September 2024

	09:00 – 10:00
	Registration

	10:00 – 10:30
	Opening 
· Welcome Address by Asia-Pacific Telecommunity
· Welcome Address by CRA
· Inaugural Address by dignitary from Islamic Republic of Iran
(Group Photograph)

	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee/Tea Break

	11:00 – 12:00
	Session 1 – Overview of the SATRC and the Workshop

· Overview of the activities of SATRC, SATRC Action Plan Phase IX and details the SATRC Workshop on Recent Trends and Technologies
· Keynote presentation “Shaping the digital and interconnected future – The trends in technology”

	12:00 – 14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00 – 15:30
	Session 2 – Enhancing digital transformation in South Asia

The Strategic Plan of the APT for 2024 – 2026 has identified Digital Transformation as one of the strategic pillars to accelerate the development of telecommunication/ICT for fostering growth of economy and society in the Asia-Pacific region. Digital Transformation is the key for enabling conducive environment and harnessing the benefit of telecommunication/ICT and ICT-centric innovation. Two key objectives have been considered in this regard: to harness and promote the benefits of telecommunications/ICT and to facilitate the adoption of telecommunication/ICT in other sector. 

South Asian countries have already begun to reap the benefits of digital transformation due to the expansion on high-capacity broadband network. However, the full game-changing potential of digital transformation is still untapped. A comprehensive approach to digital transformation can thus play a strategic and fundamental role in South Asia’s inclusive development. This session is intended to look into diffident aspects including
· Policy and regulatory environments 
· Innovation and investment in telecommunication/ICT
· Initiatives to bridge standards and innovation gap
· Address the opportunities and challenges of the adoption on telecommunication/ICT in other sectors
· Share the knowledge and experience of new and emerging telecommunication/ICT 

	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee Break

	15:45 – 17:15
	Session 3 – Enhancing digital transformation in South Asia (continued)

Continued from the previous session.   

	Time
	Tuesday, 1 October 2024

	9:30 – 11:00
	Session 4: Connectivity from space – The evolution of satellite communications  

[bookmark: _Int_CictV1iQ]As the world approaches a new era of connectivity, the satellite technology is poised to be at the forefront of this transformation in 2024. With a blend of innovation and expansion in satellite technology, the future of communication is about to get a major upgrade. Satellite communications technology is currently in the era of a massive paradigm shift, transitioning from traditional geostationary service to multi‑layered space networks. 

This session will focus on the new technologies and trends in satellite communications. It will include recent technological developments of high throughput satellites, LEO satellites, integration of satellite communications with 5G/6G mobile networks. Regulatory aspects and challenges of these technologies will be addressed in detail.  


	11:00 – 11:15
	Coffee Break

	11:15 – 12:45
	Session 5: Status of 5G deployment and moving forward to future generation

[bookmark: _Int_BJAL6NJn]The benefits of 5G go beyond the faster speeds compared to 4G. It also plays a role in bringing connectivity to underserved areas. Although developed markets in the Asia Pacific are leading in ultra-fast, fixed fiber broadband, there is still a portion of the region where internet connectivity is expensive, unavailable, or insufficient. Many people in these underserved regions rely on mobile devices to access the internet. Mobile broadband networks are accessible to more than 96% of the population, making it the primary option for internet access in many households.  5G FWA has emerged as a viable alternative to traditional fixed broadband to narrow down the digital divide. 5G private network has created new opportunities to drive the industry revolution. Further, evolution continues for further development of the technology towards 6G. 

These sessions aim to look into the current deployment scenarios of 5G including FWA and private network in South Asia and Asia-pacific. Further, it will consider the policy and regulatory environments to embrace the new eco-system. Also, it will cover some aspects of the development initiatives of the technologies and standards for the future generation such as 6G.     

	12:45 – 14:00
	Lunch Break

	14:00 – 15:30
	Session 6: Status of 5G deployment and moving forward to future generation 

Continued from the previous session.   

	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee/Tea Break

	15:45 – 17:00
	Session 7: Balancing privacy, security and innovation in ICT
  
[bookmark: _Int_v9HCwTX8][bookmark: _Int_p4NUybKs]The rapidly evolving telecommunication/ICT environment creates opportunities and challenges, including in relation to disruptive innovations and emerging technologies. The importance of developing a safe and trusted telecommunication/ICT enabling environment is affirmed so as to further spur innovation and the use of telecommunication/ICT. A trusted and secure system can promote the protection of data privacy and secure flow of information as well as resiliency towards cyber threats. Balancing the need for reasonable cybersecurity measures and privacy rights has become a critical challenge for policymakers, businesses and individuals.

This session will look into the challenges of implementing effective cybersecurity measures taking into account the importance of data privacy as well as the spirit of innovation. It will cover aspects of development of recent cybersecurity standards, data privacy measures and the concept of the revisions of net neutrality. 
   

	Time
	Wednesday, 2 October 2024

	9:30 – 11:00
	Session 8: Leveraging Emerging Technologies – The Pace for Progress in Artificial Intelligence 

The opportunities to use emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI)is growing at a breakneck pace. Across the world AI is being used to address the SDGs by creating access to connectivity, financial inclusion, education, healthcare and more. AI is changing the way we live our lives and has the potential to be a game-changer for vertical industries.  It has opened immense opportunities for innovations in multiple sectors. AI is a constellation of many different technologies working together to enable machines to sense, comprehend, act, and learn with human-like levels of intelligence. Thus, it raises numerous ethical concerns including its decision-making process and potential for misuse. 

[bookmark: _Int_p3yoFNyC]The sessions will look into the various aspects of AI including trends, evolution, challenges and development of appropriate policy measures and regulations in the context of South Asian so that it can be used for the betterment of delivering ICT services in the era of digital society. 


	11:00 – 11:15
	Coffee/Tea Break

	11:15 – 12:00
	Session 9: Leveraging Emerging Technologies – The Pace for Progress in Artificial Intelligence (Continue...)



	12:00 – 12:15
	Session 10 – Summary of Conclusions and Closing
· Summary of the sessions 
· Closing

	12:15 – 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 17:00
	Local site visit
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